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INTRODUCTIQN. 



T TAVING been earneftly folicited by 
divers perfons of condition to fuf- 
fer the enfuing chapters to fee the light, 
I now, worthy reader, exhibit them, 
with the hope that the high deeds therein 
recounted will exhilarate, if not inftruft 
thee, in the hour of recreation. 



I obtained the volume thus: Wan- 
dering one fultry day, in the year 1737, 
(being then but youthful) amidft the 
ruins of an ancient caftle, well known 
, . to 



ii INTRODUCTION, 
to have been a refidencc of GeofFrey 
Chaucer, I chanced to hit my elbow 
againft a wall in one of the chambers ; 
the wall returned a hollow found, which 
excited jny curiofity. By degrees I pcel« 
cd off fo much of the plaifter, that 1 
could eafily perceive that thecdvity 
within had been, in old timea, a cap^ 
board of the Chaucer family* On a de* 
cayed fhelf, amidft the relicks of ibmc 
Gothic earthen^ ware, lay a roll of vel- 
lum, happily within my reach. This I 
drew forth very tenderiy. I found, 
upon examination, that fundry adven- 
tures of the great duke pf Lancafter and 
Edward the Black PrincjC were therein 

i related 
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related in die Latin tongue. Some 
mouie had eaten maiiy portions of the 
preface, and a few leaves of the hiftoiy 
itfelf i which is the reafon, worthy read- 
er, why the firft and fecond chapters, or 
vifits, are wanting. Neverdieleis from 
the iigured fragments I made Ihift to dif« 
cover that tfaefe memoirs had been com- 
piled by fiiar Hildebnmd, ^ Ciftercian^ 
at the defire, and xinder the auQ>ices of 
Geofirey Chaucer, that pleafant poet, for 
the ufe of his neighbour the lord abbot 
of Reading, who being old and inquiii* 
tive, had need to be amufed and com^ 
forttdt ' 



The 



ir introduction; 

The duke of Lancafter being the pa- 
tron, yea, the kinfman of our bard, and 
taking fome delight in his fociety, the 
latter came to learn many circumftances 
of the life of* that illuftrious lord, and of 
his princely brother. Moreover, he ac- 
companied them in feveral expeditions, 
(as thou, worthy reader, wilt perceive) 
and was thereby a witnefs to their lingu- 
lar and fublime atchievements. 



The reverend friar, to render this his 
narrative the more deleftable, intro- 
duced! John of Gaunt in perfon, who 
relates his own adventures, and thofe of 
the Prince of Wales, to the lord Ed- 

mond 
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mond Mortimer^ earl of Marchej his 
Taliant kinfman^ who^ having been fore« 
I7 wounded at a coumaaient, and diereby 
confined to his cafUe^ befeeches the royal 
duke to reheaxie the following hiftoiy. 
This, courteous reacfer, I,, widi^ muck 
pains and diligence^ have at lei^th done 
into Engliih, e3q)efting thy indulgence; 
which doubdels thou wflt grant, when 
thou confidereft that the ori^al was 
very moiddy and mouie-eaten« 

And whereas many vain pretenders to 
romance may herea&er feek (and this I 
have folid reafons for fii^edling) to palm 
upon the public the offspring of thtbs 

own 
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DUKE OF LANCASTER. 



r I S IT IIL 

TT 7 EL COME, Coufin of 
Lancafter, faid the noble 
earl of Marche, raifing himielf on 
his elbow and extending his right 
hand towards" the illuftrious vifitor; 
Vol. I. B I en- 
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I enjoyed laft ni^t a more unin- 
terrupted rcpqfe, .(He^ed b9 , thp 
holy Virgin) than I have at any . 
feafon fince my kte mifadventure. 
t My bones ^qhe^lefs, an^ the an- 
^ guifh of my wound is confider- 
ably affuaged. Much was I di- 
lighted, courteous kinfman, with 
the particulars you related yefter- 
day concerning your youthful day^. 
Proceed, I ;pray ^yqu, if it l>c not 
irkfome) to perform the prpmife 
you then niade,.;pf recgunting the 
various and extraordinaiy gdvf n- » 
tures that haye happened to yoqr- 
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fclf, and that flojwcr of Engli£h 
chivalry, the valiant Prince of 
Wales* Such a recital wrill make 
toy mind mcrry^ and contribute to* 
the reft^ation of my bodily eafe. ^ 



Brave Mortimer, replied . the 
duki^ if yo¥t can pardon the ego« 
tifm which is incident to old age, 
I will incontinently gratify yow 
4efire. • 



I was yet a young man, when 
one day, as I fate in my chamber, 
inPthe royal caftle of windfor, my 

B 2 brother 
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brother Edward, that glorious and 
lamented pattern of princely and 
knightly virtue, entered, and with' 
an anxious air accofted me as fol* 
lpw5 : Brother of Lancafter, the 
laurels which adorn my brows, the 
exultations of vi6tory throughout a 
grateful kingdom, have no power 
to mitigate the pains with which 
a paflion lefs grand, but more im- 
perious than the thirft of fame, 
now afflidls this enflaved and un- 
alterable bofbm. My love for the 
lady Ermenilda, of the noble houfe 

of 
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of Bcauchamp*, is augmented, 
is confirmed : the tumult of war, 
inflead of ilifling this aficdion, 
hath ierved but to re-animate and 
fix its force, and the triumphs of 
Foidtiers and Creiiy, gave the final 
defeat to a heart already wounded 
at the feftival of Hatfield. For in 
the hour of battle ihe was prefent 
to my mind ; in the extremity of 
danger did I invoke Ermenilda; 
it is thou, paragon of excellence, 
&id I in fecret, that, next to 
Heaven, now infpireft my bread 

• Earl of Warwick, 

B 3 with 
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\tith valow j now flringcft my arm 
\vith vigour; the fpoils, and the 
captives^ and die kingdoms He m^ 
gain, ihafl be the trophies- (if thj?! 
conqiioft over iiimiwiho^adoci^s tliee. 
In fine, brother o£ Lohcaflery it ii 
my firm inteniibn to depart wi&->^ 
out delay for the cafUe of die earl 
of Warwick, and (with the favouh 
of the faints above) deferve the 
fmilts of Ermenilda. 



'• The Black Prince ended, and I 
replied in thefe words : The in^- 
terval of tranquillity which Eng- 
land 
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land now enjoys, prcfcnts, heroic 

brother, an opportunity for your 

defign. I approve, I applaud this 

afddur to appear worthy of the 

love of the beautiful ahd illuftrious 

daughter of earl (Beauchamp ; but 

permit, I befeech you> that the 

idufce of Gloucefter and myfelf naay 

bear you cotoj^ny ; our brother of 

York likewife will, I am well per- 

fuaded, rejoice to partake in this 

agreeable expedition. We are 

youthful, are impatient to furvey 

Jhis great and happy kingdom, and 

B 4 to 
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to fign^lize our valour in the at- 
chievements of chivalry. 



Generous Lancafter, replied the 
prince, be it then as you defire. 
But it is my wifli that we difclofe 
not, for a certain time, out royai 
pame and quality. I v/lll lay afide 
my black armour, and provide mc 
with a habergeon of a different 
fafhion. Thus fhall we the more 
eafily mingle with the many, who 
imagining that we are knights of 
lefs exalted condition, will fpeak 
and ad without referve in our pre- 
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fence, and difpky the native vigour 
and variety of their chanufters. 
To-morrow then, ere the bell 



'■$ 



rings for matins, meet me with 
York and Gloucefter at : the ivy^ 
covered cottage, which hygu fee 
near yonder thicket; fbr^ thithj^ 
will I command my fquire to hold 
in readinefs my deed and arms. 
Farewell, die king our father, 
cxpedts me at the council, and I 
hafte to hear his pleafure* This 
iaid, the prince retired. 






6 5 Friar 



Friar Hildebrand here relates, 
that the loi*d Edmund Moi^tihier, 
eipericiiclng a fuddch pang frbtn-'^ 
hJs Woutid, which' Was' yet but 
tender, prayed the iliike of Lan- 
cafter, to: dflcoiitinue, for the f fe- * 
ferflf^ his natratidm ' - 
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GOOD health, and 
fpeedily, to tlie earl of Marche, laid 
John of Gauiit, on the enfuing 
day, as He entered the apartment 
of^ thi infimi heroV the; ^^ounds 
received in war, or in tournaments, 
which are an image of war, carry 



« •■ 



with them the confolation of a 
glorious name, a very fialfam to 
the mifchief, which laft is but 

B 6 temporarf^ 
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tempo??ay, while the former is 
immortal. Of the wound in my 
jHead, which I received zt the field 
of Crefly/ what remsjins but a fear, 
which iis now fcarcely ^kle ? 



. The earl, who was fbmewhat 
recovered, thus replied with a 
look of gratefulnefs ; illuftrious 
duke, your, words are ever com- 
fortable, as your adions are ever 
l^nign. Lo! I wait with atten- 
live ears to learn in what manner 

. . ■ . . . > _ . ' 

you iffued forth from Windfor, 
2 . with 



.* 
\ 
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with the knightly prince of 
Wales. 



Then the duke of Lancafter^ 
having drawn his chair tp the bed- 
fide^^ refumed the thread oi his 
^courfe as follows : On the mor-: 
row we aflembled ait the hour 
and place of rendezvous. The 
duke of Gkucefler firft appeared^ 
He befbode a chefnut- coloured 
ileed of matchlefs ilrength and 
beauty : his armour was inlaid; 
with a filver border, in imitatioa 
of rich foliage j from hi$r hehnet 

rofe 



rofe a plttttie df kfty-critttfon fa- 
thers; on. his target he bore, for 
the purpofe of difguife, a dolphin 

cabi ft^xt.' -Iftftdarf of his ^fetl- 

l£A6wk^f^bl<?<J6at of feiail> hte Was"^ 
now : cidd iii aa vhouilifeEk ..o£ othd 

« 

plarabft i iftee!^ not inapplicable to 
bis Own. crnQ3(ftenmiou!s diipoBtio^w* 
He, ivr^f^ thjoUnfcdd : lori a I wbitCi 
com&iy: the devka on hfe tirget 
^ii^air a Wolf ih a fifld or. \ I was 
thkB at 1^ cottage^: My amrour 
differed little ^ frora that ^ of the 
prince of Wales. I wdf e^ indeed^ 
/^ in 



r 

in my n^rkn ibx9e4DQftsbo£ hisck.1 
horfe-hair : my M^nce' wdi; wijrf: 
eagle. Laft came the duke of 
Yolt 'in dr hitiwgdbn-'foikbviaat 
rufty ; for ft) irtdoiont ^^a^i.thiso 
pHtioe^ ' thai^ fae' hkl :^ne^<ftedv tb3 
giVd the timely c»det& txy kfe Jljairef : 
to^ have It fedUi*6(f the precedinig^ 
evening. OA his target v^s : 
paiiitdd a giiffini atii he pifefed the " 
fidesofWsfahkfljgetf l/kW^^ - 



And here, my lord of Ma/dbe,^ 
it miy hot ptbve dnfeafonaWe to ^ 
dwell for a' few mttoents on the 

temper 
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tempec and char^jfter of each of 
thefe iUuftrious brethren. 



Of all the knights whofe at- 
chievements were known to fame^ 
Edwkrd prince bf Wales, was alike 
the firft in virtue, as in valour and 
nobility. Whether viewed in the 
paths of war, or in the fofter 
fcenes, of peace, filial piety^ huma- 
nity, modefty and greatnefs of foul 
adorned him without equal, and 
almof); without example. The 
pattern of reditude, the fcourge of 
depravity; his deeds and courfe of 

life 
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life were the ftandard of true excel* 
lence to the youth, not of Eng- 
land only, but of Europe; a great 
beacon ihining from afar, to dired: 
them to the road of honour, and 
to v^Lm them from difgraccj till 
to be like the Black Prince, be«» 
came* the proverbial praiie to 
which parental anxiety roufed the 
rifing generation. In him icience 
met a fiiend, religion an adive and 
unequivocal proted:or. In the 
hours of familiarity with his fe- 
le£ted companions, (a diflindion 
to which merit was the indif- 

penfable 






.*9 A P V ? N T y R %S : O f 

ffen&ble recomntemJatidn) he for- 
got not that btf wa« Qriq (fey to bfc 
:)the fovcreiga Of : ^ : gifcat people ; 
jamkjft the! pltafiire$ of ft igalknt 
iwd luxuriqu^ cobrt/ the profligate 
jand the buffoon found xiQ. refuge 
at hi8.fe)ard; iatemperauce tutned 
aWay with difeppointmebt £sma 
fcis threflK)ld, and emrfing thedc* 
coruni th^J: refufed her adn^ittaiac^ 
the jealous fenfe of dignity that 
defpi&d and repulfed her. ..Thus 
a fortiinate ccmjunCtioft of theft 
perfonal qualitiea^ with an^ldvated 
flation enabled the heir apparent to 

render 



tender worth and noblenefs the 

y^^y ^?^^^^: 6^ ^^ tfl^^h till Pyen 
ambiti^a learnt .to tet^ ^^r ^\^ 

a^fifigeiand ven^Qr, aiv^ to found 
sacnt tatcue jlpty/r .. ;, 






1 Edmonds duke of Yoi^ \ was^ 
of an ipdolenty but gen,ero\is ^xm^ 
per J \y^$ neither VjCry vicic^^s^^ nor^ 
v^ry virtuous ; his chief praife con-^ 
fijfte4;in an imlinute^ adnodratTon 



' 4 ■ .v./ 
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But widely different were the 
genius and charafter of Thomas, 
duke of Glouccfter. Afpiring, 
reftlefs ; magnificent, profufe, he 
pqffefled all the ardour without the 
folidity of the Black. Prince. His 
hot-headednefs, or, if * you will, 
the ebullition of youthful fpirit (I 
ipeak as an hiflorian, not as a 
brother) betrayed him into quar- 
rels ill-becoming his condition as 
a prince of the blood ro3ral, while 
his vanity bade him liften. to the 
adulation of thofe who would per- 
fuade him that his condudt was 

. the 
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the perfedion of magnanimity. 
Nor were tihie afFe<ftionate counfels 
and concern of the prince of 
Wales at aU times as prevalent, as 
from their v^lue they fhould have 
been. For the duke of Gloucefter, 
though he loved and admired bis 
brother Edward, had fecretly in- 
dulged the erroneous fuppofition, 
that he himfelf enjoyed, in fome 
inftances, the fuperioriQr; and that 
neither the wiidom, por even the 
virtues of the prince of Wales, 
were fo pre-anninent as the par- 
tiality of the,Qat|pn h^ accounted 

them. 
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them. SucK, my lord of^archte; 
were the charaders of thefe prJncesr - 



^ - • • >^ 



The niotrfhg p^6d ' £tt'&iti 
and the matih bell ' -^Hs ftflriniofl- 
ing the canofts td their holy duty,- 
when we, with our refp^dHve 
f^rcfi, departed Aotn^ the ivyed 
cottage, and took the road tb Ox- 
ford, intending to toiich at Wood- 
ftock, wha^e -r^Bded-'^the poiet 
Chauceri -We wtt'e nit ^mlany 
miles from" WiWdfor, when we 
defctied i knight before us, who, 

by the hard ttot ift^ virhich ihe 

I travelled. 



tion more at heart than e&fe of 
fneditatioa. We fpurred our fteeds, 
who being fleet as well as vigorous, 
foon enaJhAed us to overtake chim. 
Tiie ufual courtefy ^JP falutaticm 
paft ; QU£ iatififadtidn: was fupreme, 
when, upoa lifting ^xp his vizor, 
he di&overed himfelf to be nd 
other than the gallant Ov(^n Glen«^ 
dower> Qwea was now in hi^ 
nineteenth: year, ardent of foul, 
apd robtift of bodj. He liad jbeen 
refining 14s inanners at .the court 

of xmr father £dward> and wa^^ 

now 
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ndw on his return to Wales, ^^^^P^ 
he pofTeiTed an extenflve heritage 
Qii the borders of the Dee. 



We difcourfed upon many to*^ 
pics relatin^pb love and chivalry. 
The Cambrian hero informed us 
that he meant to be prefent at a 
gorgeous tournament, to be iblem- 
nized at the royal caftie of Car* 
narvon, at which it was expedted 
that many, knights and barons, 
both of England and of Wales, 
would diiplay their high valour 
and addrefs iin combat, and that all 

who 
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who were beautiful and illuftrious 
in the land, of dames and damfels 
renowned for rigorous virtue, 
^yould embellifh the magnificent 
and martial fpeftack. He alfo 
added, that the daughter of the 
lord of Warwick, the lady Erme- 
Bilda, was, if rumour fpoke not 
falfely, even now at Carnarvon 
caftle, with her coufin, the lady 
Sigifmunda, the much - admired 
daughter of earl Montacute the 
governor *• 



* Montacute earl of Salilbury. 

Vol. I. C No 
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No fooncr had the noble Glen* 

dower delivered this information, 

than the Black Prince with joy 

exclaimed^ To Carnarvon then, 

brave knights, let our career be 

dircded: already I prefage fcenes 

of chivalrous atchievement, that 

will dignify your names to the 

remoteft poftetity. The hero faid : 

with one accord we embraced the 

refolution, each exulting in the 

hope of conqueft over warriors 

great in arms, and of being himfelf 

aflaUed and vanquifhed by the irre- 

fiftible attradtions of fome adorable 

i^edtatrefs 
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fpedtatrefs of his valour and agility. 
But the day of tournament was 
not at hand: much room there-^ 
fore remained for intermtediate tX'^ 
ploit, much too for applaufe^ or 
unexpedted adventure, ere our 
hearts could be delighted with a 
recreation fo fublime. 



But enough for the prefentr 
noble kinfman, faid the fenfible 

« 

and confiderate Laneafter ^ I will 
not fatigue your fpirit (weak as 
now you needs muft be) with too 
ample a portion of my hiilory. 

C 2 At 
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At another time I will refume it. 
To whom the earl of Marche : So 
impatient am I, raoft beloved 
coufin, to hear what befel you ere 
your arrival at Carnarvon, that, 
fhould you not continue your nar- 
ration to-morrow, I fhall furely be 
ill at eafe. By holy Paul, replied 
the duke, if I be alive and able, 
I will not fail to gratify you. 
Having thus fworn, he took his 
leave and retired. 



VISIT 
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VISIT F. 



SCARCE had the 
golden fun attained to his meridian 
grandeur, when the benevolent 
and pundtual John of Gaunt re-* 
paired to the apartment of the ex- 
pediing earl Mortimer. Salutation 
made, and divers courteous queftions 
afked and anfwered, the high- 
born hiftorian thus addrefled his 
feeble kinfman : Meanwhile the 

C 3 fpeedy 
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fpeedy hours pafled away. The 
keennefs of the morning air had 
awakened appetite: but Wood- 
ftock was now in fight ^ the fmoke 
which curled from the fequeftered 
roof of the learned and hofpi table 
Geoffrey Chaucer aflured us at once 
of a reception and a repaft, And 
now we enter through the ne»t 
white gate ; we wind down a floping 
alley, which, hedged on either fide 
with the woodbine and wild rofe, 
for a while conceals the manfion. 
At length it falutes our eyes from 
the midft of a modeft eminence 

that 
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that gradually fwelled above the 
level of the valley, and at the bot- 
tom of which ran a rivulet that 
maintained the adjacent fields in a 
vivid and perennial verdure. Here, 
in the cultivation of letters, did the 
independent and happy poet lay the 
ground-work of immortality* We 
alighted j we entered a little vedi-^ 
bule overfhaded with white jefla- 
mine > we advanced ; on one fide 
was a kitchen, from the rafters of 
which hung many a ham and 
goodly flitch of bacon. By the 

fire fat an elderly and orderly dame, 

C 4 who 
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who rofe at our approach^ and 
condudled'us to a parlour, (curt- 
feying ever and anon) where a 
damfel of fome beauty, at whole 
fide gently gingled a (hining bunch 
of keys, prepared for the 'morning 
meal, by fpreading a fnowy cloth 
upon an ancient oaken table, with 
the polifli of which fcarcely could 
the mirror contend. 



Geoffrey was flill abed. The 
damfel withdrew : it was doubtleft 
to aroufe her lord. Meanwhile 
we admired the neatnefs of the 

apart- 
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apartment, where Chaucer undif- 
turbedly compofed his lays. We 
looked out of the windows, and 
furveyed the rich foliage of the 
neighbouring groves, through the 
devious paths of which was Dan 
Geoffrey wont to wander. At 
length he made his appearance, 
and with an air of courtefy and 
refped, gave us welcome to the. 
bowers of Woodftock. / 

r 

. The board was quickly loaded- 
with invigorating viands, and witty 
difcourfe went round. Breakfaft 

C 5 con- 
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concluded, the bard, at mj defire, 
recited fome fragments of a yet 
unfinUhed lay, the title of which 
was, ** The Houfe of Fame/' 
Our attention was not ill beflowed; 
the produdion was excellent, and 
Ae Black Prince, who loved to 
give merit its due praife, was the 
foremoft to applaud the invention 
and the ikill which Chancer had 
difplayed in that diverting and in* 
ftru6live pbeni. Yet he could not 
help obferving that, in fome parts, 
the linea were incorred aa to 
metre ; a fault which, my lord of 

Marche, 
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Marche, lies ilill unremedied, as 
^ 5r6u and I of late tcx>k notice, when 
perufing th^ work together. 

From the naentton of the Houfe 
of Fame, we were led to. inform 
Chaucer of our intended expedi- 
tkm. He commended our defign, 

« 

and, on my making the propofal^ 
mx)ft willingly ccviiented to ac**- 
company us. For Chaucer had 
never been ia Waks, and his incli- 
naticHi to yi£t that romantic prin^- 
ctpality, and be preibnt at the 
toucmment at the caitle of Car« 

C 6 narvon. 
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narvon, was in no wife inferior to 
ours. Accordingly he commanded . 
his beft palfrey to be made ready. 
While this was performing, we 
looked ov^er a collection of vo- 
lumes^ which, being ranged with 
regularity on fhelves, and clad in 
vellum, were equally of ufe and 
ornament in the parlour of the 
poet. There lay invaluable copies 
of hiftories (tranfcribed with great 
art and beauty) which treated of 
the exploits of the ancient Greeks : 
and Romans, many Saxon poems 
alfo, many ballads of the Trouba* ' 
,: . . : dours j 



n 
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dours; the novels of his cotem- 
porary Giovanni Bocaccio, and the 
incomparable fonnets of the cele- 

» 

brated Petrarch . Thefe two writers 
were perfonally known to Geoffrey, 
who in his travels had met them' 
at the courts of the Italian- princes. ' 
Of books of chivalry he poflefled 
a precious ftore. Owen Glen-* 
dower* fearched eagerly for the 
hiftory of king Arthur^ affirming; 
with a loud voice, and with Vigo* 
rous gefture, that no hero of anti- 
quity, or of modern days, could 

c be 



^ 
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be juftly compared to the Britifli 
worthy. 

By this time the palfrey of the 
poet was at the door. We remount 
our couriers^ and with augraented 
alacrity purfue the road to Strat-. 
ford. >Iot far froni the banks 
of the Avon^ we cfpied a horfcnaaa 
ipurriag towards ms with prodi- 
gious ipeed. At a nearer approach 
we cQuld perceive that terror was 
imprinled on his countenance. Fw 
the feke of holy God, noble w^^ 
ttOrs, exclauned he, haften. Oh!' 

haften 
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haftcn to the caftle in yonder 
wood, and ikvc the life of an aged 
haron, whom fix caitiffs have 
threatened with immediate de- 
ftru£lion : even now they are 
forcing the inner gate. At the 
word, W€ followed him, dnd were 
foon near the precindts of the 
caftle. We flew to the draw* 
bridge, which^ at a fignal from our 
guide, was lowered, and entering 
tl)e inner court, beheld the fix 
ruffians nialtreating an old man^ 
who by his mkn and attire ap- 
peared a perfon of dignity. The 

Black 
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Black Prince in a haughty tone, 
commanded them to defift, which 
they refufing, we drew our faul- 
chions and advanced upon them.' 
Abandoning their prey, they ftood 
upon the defenfive with their 
fwords and partifans. ' And. now a 
hideous carnage * of thefe caitiiFs 
would have enfued, had not our> 
ears been aflailed by the voice of' 
an aged female, which tremuloufly 
iflued frorh the next tower. She 
befought uSj for the love of Hea- 
ven, to . have mercy on thofe in- 
vaders, one of .whom was no other 
. . than 
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than the lord Ferdinand Fitz- 
warrenne, the youthful heir appa- 
rent of a very noble family* 



On receiving this intelligence, 
we flieathe our weapons, and de- 
rnand of the baron, who flood 
trenibling at the idea of the peril 
he had efcaped, what caufe could 
have incited the lord Ferdinand 
Fitzwarrenne to a conduit which 
appeared fo unknightly and out- 
rageous. The baron replied, that, 
if we would follow him into the 
caflle, he would unfold to us the 



meaning 



I 
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meaning of this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding* But firft, added he, it is 
neceflary to fecure thefe prifoners. 
Whereupon they were ordered to 
be con'fined in a ftrong tower. 
Previous to their impriibnment, 
we commanded them to lift up 
their vizors. Five were of the 
vulgar: the fixth was a youths 
whoie ingenuous and noble viiage 
denoted him to be the perfon of 
whom that aged dame had fpoken. 

This done, wfe accompanied the 
lord of the caftle, who led us info 

a fpacious 
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a ipacious and magnificent charn* 
ber, where, having exprefled his 
gratitude for the fuccour we had 
aiibrded him, he accofled us in 
theie words : I was fcarce returned 
from our wars upon the continent, 
where I had ferved with fome re- 
nown under our martial monarch 
Edward, than it was my misfor- 
tune (for fome fin of mine, I fup- 
po&) to become guardian to a rich 
and youthful heirefs, the lady Bar- 
barina, of an ancient and augufl 
houfe. Siace that ill-fated hour, 
I have known no eafe. My days 

are 
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are difturbed with the prefump- 
tuous pretenfions of the indigent 
and the vain, my nights with me- 
ditation on the means of difap-» 
pointing them. Raw Itriplings, 
who have fcarce learnt to buckle 
on their hauberks; vaift- glorious 
adventurers, whofe fole recom- 
mendation (if any it can be) is 
that they have feen the Holy 
Land, and who poffefs not as much 
eflate as even their targets can 
cover; giddy knights, wjio have 
diced away their patrimonies, or 
fpent them in the ftews; mi- 
nions 
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nions of the court, who deem 
that gallant raiment and a {lately 
port will dazzle me into con- 
fent ; men alfo of remote ancef** 
try, who aflail me with genea- 
logies, and efcutcheons of twenty 
quarters 5 others again, who atrnoy 
me with nice language, and with 
verles, as if a rhyme fhould feduce 
me from my vigilance; [here 
Chaucer fmiled] all thefe, and 
many more, befet me continually. 

Neverthdefs, I liilen not to their 
fuit. . 



In 
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In fine, I have more difquiet 
from Barbarina herfelf, than from 
all this hoft of lovers. She com-' 
plains that I keep her from the 

- fight of men, and that the bloom 
of her days will pafs away undiftin- 
guiihed, Inftead of that amiable 
defire of privacy, and that induf- 
trious difpofition which fignalized 
the damfeis of the good old times, 
the lady Barbarina would lead an 
unprofitable life of pleafure. Is 

' there a feaft or a ball at any caftle ? 
She muft go ; a tournament to be 
folemnized? She weeps to be at 

the 
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the {pedlacle. And all this, with* 

out doiibt, but to afibrd an oppor- 

» 

tunity to fome audacious pretender 
to make encomiums on her beauty^ 
and perhaps to convey her away 
from inc, her unhappy guardian. 



It was but fix weeks ago that I 
fiirprized a tall knight, in a ihabby 
foit of armour, on his knees to her 
m a grove which is adjoining to 
this caftle, where I fuffered her to 
waik with an aged female attend- 
ant, the fame who addrefled you 
from the fpike-hole of the tower. 

2 I re-^ 



1 
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I retired behind a tree, with intent 
to lie concealed till he fhould con-*: 
elude an oration, which endured,. 
it is my opinion, for an hour and 
a quarter* At length, out of pa- 
tience with his bufinefs and his 
fpeech, I ftarted from my retreat, 
and interrupted him at the very 
moment when he was calling hei* 
divine injiance of ravijhing perjec^ 
tion ! I conducted the divinity in- 
ftantaneoufly to the caftle, and 
confined her attendant to the tower 
already mentioned, for having thus 
abufed the confidence I had fo 

iatally repofed in her. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, fome time before, I had 
c;atife jto fufpedt her of infide- 
lity. For one evening, about twi- 
light, as I was riding to a neigh- 
houring caftle, I met this aged 
^me upon a palfrey. Perceiving 
lier to be embarrafled with the 
inquiry which I made concerning 

her excurfion at that unfeafonable 
hour, I was tempted to examine a 
bundle which lay partly concealed 
underiirath an immenfe petticoat 
which fhe was in the habit of 
wearing whenever fhe took the 
air. In this bundle were books of ' 
Vol. I, D chi- 1 
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chivalry; fuch as Palmeria of Eng- 
land, the Knight of the Oracle, 
and he of the Silver Spurs, with 
others of the like nature; all which 
the perfidious beldame had bor- 
rowed from a Benedictine at a 
neighbouring monaftery. For the 
lady Barbarina, inftead of embroi- 
dering curtains, and compofing 
tapeftry of patch- work, after the 
manner of the difcreet and virtuous 
maidens of paft times, betook 
herfelf intenfely to the perufal of 
thefe hiftories ; infomuch, that fhe 
imagined that fome Triftram, or 

Sir 
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flexible Argus to the lady Bar- 
barina. 



But alas ! how deceitful are often 
our wifeft meafures ! If the dame, 
from an ill-judged commiferation 
for my ward, or from that fpirit of 
intrigue which is fo common to 
her condition, had been induced to 
betray the precious truft I had rc- 
pofed in her, this hoary-bearded 
uflier, from the thirft of gold, 
proved, ere many months were 
over, more deftrudtively unfaithful. 
For he contrived (without doubt, 

for 
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for a confiderable bribe) to intro^ 
duce to Barbarina that audacious 
young knight who is one of the 
fix perfons whom ye juft now 
have vanquifhed. As my ward 
had been addidled to going fre- 
quently to mafs, and to confeffion, 
at the church of a convent in the 
vicinage, (I wifh confeffion were 
abolifhed ; it furnifhes more occa- 
fion to the damning of young fouls, 
than ever it contributes to their 
falvation) I imagined, upon her 
earneft remonftrance, that I might 
venture to confide her to tlie care 

D 3 of 
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of this old ufher, whofe gravity 
would not fail to excite her vene- 
ration, while the feverity of his 
vigilance would enfure to me her 
fafety. 



Such, noble warriors, was the 
fituation of things, when, one day, 
at the convent, the lord Ferdinand 
Fitzwarrenne was admitted by the 
falfe uflier to an interview with 
the reftlefs and imprudent Barba- 
rina. A reciprocal paffion, I fup- 
pofe, enfued : for ere long the 

youthful knight came iii form to 

this 
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this caftle, and demanded my w^rd 
in marriage. Neverthelefs I re- 
pulfed his fuit ; for, whatever the 
Fitzwarrenne race might have to 
boaft of in genealogy, I confidered 
them^ in point of wealth, as an in- 
coniiderable alliance. 



Enraged at this dlfappointment, 
inflamed with double love, the 
lord Fitzwarrenne was determined 
on revenge, and, if poflible, on 
vidory. Having, therefore, pro- 
cured intelligence from the un- 
grateful and perfidious ufher, that 

D 4 on 
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on a certain day (even this inaufpi- 
cious day) my followers were to 
be abfent on a particular fervice^ 
he, at the head of ibme retainers, 
furprized my caftle gates, and 
would indubitably have effcSkcd 
his felonious defign, but for the 
timely and valorous aid which 
you, redoubted v^^arriors, afibrded 
my feeble age in the very inftant of 
extremity. 



Here the baron concluded, when 
(wonderful to think !) a voice 
from But it is time that my 

vifit 
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vifit fhould have an end* Fare- 
wel, for the prefent, coufin Mor- 
timer. To-morrow I will not 
forget thee. This faid, the duke 
of Lancafter retired. 



D5 VISIT 
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VISIT VI. 



EARLY on the 

enfumg day the duke failed not to 
be at the bed-fide of the impa- 
tient earl of Marche, who, with- 
out wailing for falutation, cried. 
My lord duke of Lancafter, you 
left off at the ftrange voice. It is 
true, replied the good old warrior* 
Well: a voice from an adjoining 
clofet thus addreffed us through 

the 
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the key-hole : Beware, noble 
ftrangers, how you place your be- 
lief in the words of that deceitful 
baron. It is he who is the hoary 
impoftpr. Know that I, wretch- 
ed captive for the fole ci-ime 
of love, (if to love be indeed a 
crime) am that youthful Barbarina, 
whole inoffenfive life and manners 
have been fo untruly delineated. 
[Here the baron, now wroth, was 
about to command the lady to be 
Ulent, but we, with an authorita- 
tive air, forba4e him.] I have 
liftened alike with indignation and 

D 6 furprize 
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furprize to the calumnies with 
which he hath af|>erfed my virgin 
honour. That I have beheld the 
lord Ferdinand with partial cyts, I 
am not unwilling to confefs. But 
the true motive, noble knights, 
of the perfecution I have endured 
from that decrepid and malicious 
baron, was my averfion to give ear 
to his own abfurd folicitations. 
For he, even he, hath profeflcd 
himfelf my lover ; not from any 
real afFedtion to myfelf 5 my ex- 
tenfive domains were the fole ob- 
jc<a of his pafSon. For this caufc 

hath 
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hath he repulfed fa many rich and 
noble fuitors^ debarred nae from 
the cuftomary recreations of my 
{ex, imprifoned my attendant, and 
defamed my worthy uflaer. • 



The derifion which he hath 

endeavoured (I will not fay how 

ignobly) to caft upon my conducft, 

and upon that ©f my adorers, 

might, with much greater equity, 

be transferred to his own. Had 

you beheld, gallant warriors, the 

prepofterous and filly modes in 

which that avaricious and infatu- 

ated 
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ated baron hath attempted to win 
my love, (or, more properly, my 
confent ; for he cared not for my 
love) they would, unqueftionably, 
have made ye merry* Often hath 
he fate whole hours [here the 
baron, whofe frame now trembled 
with anger, would again have 
filenced the lady Barbarina; but 

I* 

the Black Prince infifted on 
allowing her a fair hearing] 
often, I fay, hath he . fate at the 
door of my chamber, and fighed 
through a crevice therein ; expefl:- 
ing by fuch humility to melt my 

obdurate 
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obdurate bofom* Neverthelefs^ 
noble warriors, I attended to him 
not : nay, I laughed from my foul 
at the pains he took to win tne. 
Frequently, as he prepared to 
make a fpeech to me in the great 
hall, it was my paflime to run up 
to the roof of one of the towers, 
(I young and nimble) whither he 
with difficulty eflayed to purfue 
me : as the flair-cafe was narrow 
and winding, and the fteps, which 
are of ftone, fharp and rugged at 
the edges. Thence, by another 

« 

pa£[age, I efcaped into the ^rden^ 

where 
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where I generally fate to read feme 
agreeable book of chivalry. This 
laft was a bitter wound to his 
hopes. He hated thofe tender, 
volumes i he knew that they 
turned my attention towards ob^ 
jedls of a gayer hue, than a covet- 
ous and ill-natured wooer in his 
grand climadleric. 



But of all his attempts, as a 
lover, the moft ridiculous was a 
fong, which he hitnfelf had in* 
dited, and which he fung to me 
through his nofe, one evening as 

■ I fate 
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I fate in an arbour. [Here the 
baron could fcarce keep his feat^ 
fo violent was his ra?e againft the 
lady Barbarina.], It was verily the 
moft miferable of all compofitionsr 
Thus it ran : 

Ah! faireft Barbarina^ 
Ah! pity my chagrin— a; 
For oh! thy tyrant pow'r 
Doth my iick heart devour* 
Ah! Barbarina^ ah! 

Now do, my deareft ward« 
One £ivour me accord : 
Oh ! would it be much amifs 
Thy youthful hand to kifs? 

Ah! faired Barbarina, &c. 

Oht 



1 
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Oh ! take it in thy head 
Thy wofyl fwain to wed : 
And then thy wofol fwain 
No longer will complain. 
Ah! &iieft> &c. 

V 

Thus was it compofed of Ahsl 
and Obs! Not a fingle high flight, 
nor even a metaphor, noble war- 
riors, to fweeten it to the ears and 
underftanding of a lady. 



In* this fituation of things, the 
lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne, a 
youth whofe years and rank were 
fully fuitable to mine, and who 

had 
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had feen me more than once at 
the monaftery, at length let me 
know by the tendereft looks and 
fighs, that I had made upon his 
heart no inconfiderable impreffion. 
But, unfatisfied with the mere 
converfation -of the eyes, he ipon 
fought to difcourfe to me in a 
manner more explicit. Having 
feen and known my uflier at the 
caftle of a noble kinfman, (who, 
ignorant of the art of reading, had 
employed this old perfon to recite 
to him books of chivalry) he en- 
treated him to fufFer us to converfe 



in 



68 ADVENTURES OP 

in his prefence, for a little time^ 
when mafs and confeflion (hould 
be over. The benevolent ufher 
confented j taking pity on my 
ftate, and efteeming the lord Fer- 
dinand to be a lover better fuited 
to my age and inclination, than 
that barbarous and filly baron. 



The fon of earl Fitzwarrenne 
fwore eternal love and truth to me, 
in the prefence of my ufher, and 
of an image of the Holy A^irgin, 
near which we had been con- 

* 

verfing, and promifed to demand 

me 
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me in marriage without delay. 
That the baron refufed him fgood 
heavens] howunjuftly) you, noble 
warriors, have been already inform- 
ed. But the gallant lord Ferdinand, 
fer from any defign againft the life 
of our oppreflbr, had only det^- 
mined to relcafe me from captivity, 
and convey me to the caftle of the 
carl his father. There the nuptial 
knot was to have united us for 
Qrer. What iffue hath attended 
the enterprize, you, noble knights, 
know alas ! but too well. As for 
myfelf, no fooncr bad my lover 

appeared 
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appeared with his armed followers 
at the gate, than I was confined to 
this apartment^ from which I now 
addrefs you. 



Here the lady Barbarina con- 
cluded. With one voice we de- 
manded her reftoration to liberty. 
The baron with reluctance con- 
fented, and the key was delivered 
to the Black Prince. The door 
being now unlocked, there ftepped 
forth a little damfel about feven- 
teen years of age, who with a 
lively air ialut^ us, and in lan- 
guage 
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guage not inelegant revealed the 
grateful fenfe which fhe enter- 
tained of our benignity. . Her 
perfbn, though not tranfcendent, 
was neverthelefs fuch as could 
boaft of many charms. Though 
below the middle ftature, fhe was 
exquifitely formed. With a com- 
plexion of the olive caft, and with 
black and fparkling eyes^ fhe had 
teeth that emulated the whitefl 
ivory, teeth that, from her natural 
propenfity to laugh, were not un- 
frequently exhibited to the admir- 
ing bel^older. 

^ And 
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And now Chaucer, who com- 
miserated this orphan heirefs, ac- 
cofted the aged baron as follows : 
Even ere I was an ocular witnels, 
noble lord, of the youth and the 
gaiety of the lady Barbarina, I 
could not but difapprove of the 
attachment you profefled for her. 
At prefent, when my eyes have 
an opportunity of contrafting the 
early bloom of her attractions with 
the fading ftate of yours, my afto* 
nifliment, I confefs, is redoubled, 
and both my heart and underftand- 
ing are indignant at the difjparity. 
4 The 
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The lady Barbarina is of an exalted 
houfe-/ her father, the lord Wil- 
loughby, was not unknown to 
me : were he now a:live, it would 
be his warmeft inclination to ally 
his lovely daughter to fuch a youth 
as the lord Ferdinand, whofe fire, 
earl Fitzwarrenne, is a baron of 
the firft dignity, and whofe age, 
and endowments, and known ardor 
for chivalry, proclaim him a juft 
objed: of the aiFed;ion of Bar- 
barina. * 



Vol. I. E He 
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He faid, and was followed by 
the prince of Wales, who obferved, 
that, ae it was manifeft that the 
baron and his ward could not, 
aft0r what had pailibd, remain ami- 
cably together, it would in no wife 
be ineligible for the lady Barbarina 
and her noble lover to accompahy 
brm and the brave warriors, his 
companions, to the expe<3:ed tour- 
nament at the caftle of Carnarvon, 
where the formec, under the pro- 
tedlion of the countefs of Salisbury, 
might tarry for a more favourable 

iflue to this affair, while the latter 

improved 
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improved himfelf in the profeffion 
of arms, and in all knightly vir- 
tues, amidft fceqes of heroic valour 
and incomparable courtefy. 



Thus fpake my royal brother. 
We applauded the propoial, to 
which the baron, knov^ing oui* 
xight to obtain it as a boon, in 
return for our late fervice, v^^as 
neceffitated to accede. Whereupon 
the lord Ferdinapd was rcleafed 
from his imprifonment, and the 
lady Bafbarin^, overjoyed at this 
eyent, withdrew to feer phjimber, 

E a the 
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the better to adjuft her apparel for 
the journey. This being foon per- 
formed, (for the illuftrious little 
heirefs was all alacrity) we took 
leave of her difappointed, difcon- 
tcnted guardian ; and, having 
feated Barbarina behind her exult- 
ing lover, ^for the baron, in re- 
venge, refufed to accommodate 
her with a palfrey) purfued our 
former route to the town of Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon. 



Now, valiant knights, cried 
Chaucer, with a look of much 

hilarity. 



JOHN OF GAUNT, 77 

hilarity, you may each fay, like 
Caefar, venif vidiy via\ And in a 
nobler caufe, exclaimed the duke 
of Gloucefter. Why a nobler? 
faid I. For though it be a brave 
and fplendid aftion to liberate a 
damfel from diftrefs, an adlion to 
which every true knight will de- 
vote his valour, is it not yet great- 
nefs in a more illuftrious degree 
to overthrow a mighty hoft, com- 
manded by a • martial fovereign, 
and to humble, by the fortune of 
a fingle battle, the accumulated 
grandeur of ages ? There, there, 

E 3 cried 



78 ADVENTURES OF 

ft 

cried Owen Glendower, by that 
one vfovdi fortune y you have already 
tarniflied the luftre qf your favourite 
hero. For I aflert, that Caefar 
owed lefs to valour than to fortune. 
Now, what jfhare hath fortune had 
in our late atchievement ? By the 
fole vigour of the arm have we 
triumphed. And I, added the 
duke of Gloucefler, maintain that 
it was a nobler caufe, inafmuch 
as to relieve two dignified and vir- 
tuous lovers is a nobler deed than 
to defeat a potentate, to whofe 
dominions Caefar had no rightful 

claim*. 
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claim. In his battkagainft Phar- 
naces, many thouj&nds prefied the 
field, as vidims to his vain-glory: 
ours was an unbteody vidtory. I 
adverted, replied I, to the magni- 
tude of the objefts ^ not to the 
motive or ejflfedt of the deeds on 
Cither fide. No unreafonable re- 
mark, faid Chaucer, You, my 
lord of JLancaftcr, have been argu- 
ing like an hiftorian ; his grace of 
Gloucefter as a genuine ion* of 
chivalry. 



E 4 During 



So ADVENTURES OF 

During this our dialogue, the 
lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne, who, 
in courtefy, pretended to Men, 
nevcrthelefs could not abftain, at 
fundry times, from looking back 
at the lady Barbarina. At length 
the prince of Wales entered into 
the difcourfe, and thus addrefled 
us : Methought, contending chiefs, 
that the queftion of debate was at 
firft about to be, whether Caefar or 
Owen Glendower were the greater 
captain. [Here Owen, who had 
not perfedtly cured himfelf at court 
of the habit of reddening and | 

fhorting,. 
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fnorting, when any thing was 
uttered that difturbed his vanity, 
was begiiining to look fierce ; but, 
recollecting that he was ftill in 
royal company, he prudently re- 
prefTed his rifing ire.] For my 
own part, continued the prince, I 
Ihall reft contented with that mea- 
fure of applaufe which is juftly * 
proportioned to the nature of our 
conqueft. Let the myrtle (fince 
it was an adventure in which love 
was concerned) be, our prize m- 
ftead of the laurel • The lady 

Barbarina herfelf (hall crown us, 

E 5 (with 
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(with the leave of the lord Fitz* 
tvarrcnne) with the fir ft fufEcient 
tree of myrtle that we cfpy. This 
pfopofal iricited the little hcircfs to 
laughter, compelling her thereby 
to difplay her teeth; a bard (hip at 
which fhe manifeftly did not much 
repine. 

While engaged in this diiput^ 
we had unwittingly deviated into 
an extenfive wood, where our cars 
were foon attracted by the voice of 
dulcet harmony. Wc rode Up f# 
the place from which the founds 

feemed 
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feemed to ifTue; and there beheld 
a troop of damfelsy who^ were ex- 
quidtely fair. They l^te upon a 
fliaded bank, which overhung a 
tranflucent rivulet. Befide thei» 
ky various viands; sdfoinft rumen ts^ 
oi mufic, with which ever and 
anon they made the foreft fweetly 
echo. We falut^d them in cotar- 
teous ftrain, which they retmned 
by all invitation to partake of their 
iepaft. With this, coufin Mor-* 
timer, we willingly conxplied ^ for 
the baTdny when he perceived how 
6Ur feiftinA^ts wei% iuclinedy ha^ 

E 6 mofl 
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moft fpitefolly omitted to prefent 
us with refrefliments : they gave 
us to drink of a certain delicious 
wine^ of which they had three 
flaggons, and appeafed our kcea 
hunger with meats and confedlions^ 
of the moft favoury compofition. 



Our banquet finifhed, the dam- 
fels fung with a grace almoft divine^ 
very fkilfully accompanying their 
voices with their inftruments*. 
Then one of them, who was 
named Mirandora the delightful^. 
accofted us in thefe words : You 

muft 
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muft know, courteous ftrangers, 
that four of us are daughters to a 
venerable earl, who dwells in a 
caftle near at hand, and that thefe 
other damfels are our kinfwomen* 
We meet once a month (on this 
day, noble flrangers) to improve 

ourfelves in nielody. Each of us 
can play well on fome inftrument 
of mufic ; infomuch that we form 
a concert which is in no wife con- 
temptible. Thus Ipake the damfel 
Mirandora. 



By 
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By this time (ftrange to tell!) 
the delicious liquor that we had 
quafied began to operate upon our 
ienfes in a new and unheard-of 

manner. But here, my lord of 

* 

Marche^ kt me iAiipend awhHe my 
narration* To-morrow, at the 
accuftomed hour» I will revifili 
you» 



VISIT 
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VISIT VU. 



FRIAR HILDEBRAND 
here relates^ that the lord Edmond 
Mortimer, on the enfuing day> 
having cordially thanked the duke 
of Lancafler for his punduality^ 
teftiiied in a courteous and courtly 
Arain his admiration at the extra-^ 
or(finary ftrength of memory which 

eimbled his noble kiniman Xa re- 

hearfe 



1 

A 
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hearfe with fuch exaftitude the ad- 
ventures of his early days. This 
done, faith the reverend writer, 
the duke renewed his narration in 
the following words : 



The wine which they had given 
us now afFed:ed our fenfes with a 
fudden and irrefiftible propenfity 
to fleep. Without any previous 
dozing, and even without a nod, 
we funk down upon the grafly ' 
bank, nor awoke but to admire 
at and lament crur lituation. For 
we found ourfelves in a wilder and 

more 
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more remote part of the foreft, 
difarmed, and encompafled by a 
numerous crew of caitiffs, who in- 
formed us that we muft repair to 
the pavilion of ftate, and be pre- 
fen ted to the patriarch • 



Conceive, illuftrious Mortimer^ 
ourfurprize, our indignation. We 
curfed in our hearts Mirandora the 
delightfulj and her perfidious kinf- 
women. Neverthelefs, as any en- 
deavour to refift a band of robbers, 
unarmed and outnumbered, as now 
we were, would have borne more 

refemblance 
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refemblance to inlanity than to 
valour, W€ arofe^ and v/ere con- 
duded to a vaft wooden edifice of 
a rude conftrudion, which they 
called the pavilion of the patriarch* 
Around it, at a little difiance, lay 
many other habitations, inferior in 
magnitude, and of meaner mate- 
rials. They were of mud, thatched 
with rufhes* Here dweh a mixt 
multitude of knights and fquires, 
dames, damiels, ufhers, monks, 
and clergy fecular : all thcfc, like 

4 

ourfelves, had been trepannecL 
Beyond thefe were huts, on every 

quarter^ 
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quarter, which formed a receptacle 
for the freebooters themfelves^ 
who, with yigilant watch and 
ward, alternately took care that 
none efcaped from this captivity. 



Ere long the patriarchy as they 
termed him, appeared: a robber 
full of days^ and of no unvenerabk 
afpeft. He fate down in a great 
chair of ftraw-work: on either 
fide flood a refpedful row of caitiffs,, 
who acknowledged him for their 
chieftain, and confidered his com-*^ 
mands as laws. His complexion 

was 
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was yet frefh, his eyes brilliant; 
while his beard, which was of a 
beauteous grey, grew un viola ted by 
thefheers, overfliadowing his bofora 
majeftically. He faluted us 'with 
a courteous air, and in fpeech of 
no vulgar accent: for in the pro- 
grefs of his life he had converfed 
with much good company. At 
length he addrefled us as follows : 
lUuftrious. knights, (for fuch ye 
feem to be; lament not that you 
are now in fubjeilion to my au- 
thority. You behold in us no 
fanguinary freebooters : your perfons 

are 
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are here fafe, and if you can but 
affimilate your inclination to ours, 
your condition fliall be jfar from 
unhappy, Thofe knights and 
gentlewomen, who wander up and 
. down within the precindls of this 
abode, were once travellers, like 
you ; but have wifely fubmitted 
with chearfulnefs to their lot, and 
now live with us in eafe and un- 
embitterpd felicity. 



Miftake me not, I befeech you, 
with refpeft to what I have uttered* 
Oufs, though we are but robbers, 

is 
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is no brutal ftate of pleafure. Here 
all things are conduced with an 
enviable decorum : my followers 
obey me, as if one great family, of 
which I was the father and the 
prince. Any outrage, the moft 
minute, would here be punifhed on 
the inftant. For know, illuftrious 
knights, that plunder alone is not 
our objedl : we feek it but as iub- 
fervie'nt to our great defign, which 
is to travel through mortal life by 
the paths of innoxious pleafure; 
jfet to banifh irkfome famenefs by 
a wdUdevifed variety. For this 

end. 
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end, we employ thofe damfels, who 
ib lately entertained you, to warble 
in the wood, as a deqoy to the 
curious paffengcr. [Here, Morti- 
mer, we looked- at one another, 
and blufhed for our difgrace.] Since 
the primary eftablifliment of our 
empire in this foreft, (which is yet 
but of recent date) we have fuc- 
ceeded notindiiFereatly, as, doubt* 
lefs, you perceived, , as you ap- 
proached this pavilion. 



^ 



I am called, by way of eminence 
and hpnour, the patriarch. It is 

mine 
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mine to invent and regulate the 
diverfions of the day; for here 
no day is fufFered to pafs away 
without diverfions : our booty fur- 
nifties the feaft ; and the fong and 
the dance are not forgotten.. When 
the heavens are ferene, we walk in 
rfiefe fliady groves, or repofe be- 
neath fome oak, or exercife our art 

« 

in enfnaring the inhabitants of the 
air and of the water. But if clouds 

4 

obfcure the fky, and the incle- 
mency of the feafbn imprifon us 
within doors, we aflemble in this vaft 
pavilion, where we faunter up and 

down 
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down in fcparate parties to con- 
verfe, or fummon mufic to our 
aid, or form a filent circle around 
an ample fire, and liften to a reve- 
rend Carmelite, who can read, and 
who delights our eager ears by the 
recital of fome volume, replete with 
wondrous magic, and with adven- 
tures of love and chivalry. 



This too is our hall, where wc 
partake of cheering viands. A 
mefTenger gives notice at the ftated 
hour: but our principal banquet 
is a little before funfet. This 

Vol. I. F over. 
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over, the muficians awake their 
various inftruments, and the youth- 
ful ftand forth for the dance. 
Meanwhile I fit by and obferve 
them, or difcourfe with fome 
whofe age is not unfuitable to 
mine. Then it is that the grace- 
ful and the aftive difplay their 
abilities to pleafe : nothing that is 
indecorous or unknightly is known 
amongft them : even ijF any were 
difpofed to infringe the laws of 
decency, the fanAion of my pre- 
fence is fufficient to reftrain them. 
At midnight (for I never indulge 
I them 
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them beyond that hour, having a 
fatherly regard for the health of 
the dames and damfels) they retire 
to their refped:ive dwellings. For 
as foon as each arrives, and be- 
comes a member of this commu- 
nity, a convenient cabbin is ereded 
for him or her, and none may in- 
terfere with the habitation of ano- 
then 



In this manner, illuftrious 
knights, we live. It is my recrea- 
tion, my fole blifs, to be in conftant 
fociety, to ftudy the various cha- 

F 2 rafters 

778535A 
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rafters that my followers bring in, 
and to enjoy a virtuous fcene of 
unremitted feftivity. My compa* 
nions may be happy if they will : 
for them, as for myfelf, are my 
meditations employed in the pro- 
viding for new enjoyments ;, all I 
alk of them, in return, is to be 
contented. To murmur in this 
retreat, is as unprofitable as it is 
ungrateful : they cannot depart 
from me; the barriers are infur-. 
mountable. 



Thus 



JOHN OF GAUNT. loi 

Thus fpake this extraordinary 
caitiff. It was now near the time 
of fun-fetting, and the feveral in- 
dividuals who compofed this fociety 
had repaired from their huts to 
the pavilion. There the banquet 
awaited them. The patriarch be- 
ing informed that the viands were 
ferved up, arofe, and made a figa 
to us to follow him. We obeyed. 
As he entered the great hall, he 
received, with a gracious air, the 
congratulations of the many, on 
the valuable acquifition he had 
made in our captivity. He then 

F 3 took 
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took his feat at the upper end of 
the table : the reft, with a polite 
unconcern, iate down as chance 
direfted them. Chaucer and I 
were together. At my left hand 
was a Benedi(fline, of a pleafing 
afpedt, and refined behaviour, who 
helped me to div*s meats, and in 
a low vcnce acquainted me, from 
time to time, with the cuftoms 
and inftitutes of the community. 
Either this ecclefiaftic was content 
with his condition, or had deemed 
it the better policy to diflemble his 
chagrin i for, in appearance, he was 

much 
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much at eafe. The prince of 
Wales was feated between a proud 
old knight and an oflentatious lady, 
who alternately endeavoured to dif- 
clofe their exalted breeding by 
well-picafured expreflions of con- 
defcending affability. The lady 
Barbarina was between two rob- 
bers, who fuccefsfully exerted their 
talents to entertain her; and, by 
the merry things they faid, gave 
her ample opportunity to difcover 
to the company that fhe had very 
fine teeth. The patriarch paid her 
many compliments occafionally, 

F 4 Never- 
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Neverthelefs the lord Fitztvar- 
renne, who had a monk on either 
fide, appeared fomewhat troubled 
in thought at the hilarity of her 
he loved. The duke of Gloucefter 
and Owen Glendower were toge- 
ther. To the left of Owen fate a 
youthful knight, who, notwith- 
ilanding his efforts to fubdue his 
fenfations, was manifeftly a man 
of grief. Beyond him was our 
brother of York. 



The difcourfe had now become 
general. The patriarch diverted 

us 
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US with many witty fayings, and 
* made fapient obfervations on human 
life and manners. Meanwhile we 
were attended by a detachment of 
caitiffs, who with nimblenefs and 
fedulity accommodated the mem- 
bers. For it was the rule amongfl: 
thefe robbers to wait on, or fit 
down with the fociety, in rotation* 
It was, accounted no difgrace to 
perform the menial office, and re- 
gularity and refped: were diftin- 
guifliable in their demeanour. At 
length the viands are removed, 
and the fingers ufhered in, when 

F 5 we 
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we immediately recognize Miran- 
dora the delightful^ and her pre- 
tended kinfwomen. As they en- 
tered the great hall, we, who were 
the laft Captives, felt a kind of 
confufion at the remembrance of 
what had happened, while they, 
as they pafled onward, beheld us 
with aa arch fmile, which not a 
little contributed to increafe our 
perturbation . 



At a fignal from the patriarch, 
Emergarda the inimitable took a 
lute, and accompanied her voice ; 

finging 
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finging with a degree of fenfibility 
and expreffion that enraptured the 
whole audience. After fome (hort 

interval, Ethelinda of the pleafant 
eyes bowed gracefully to the circle, 
and fung a lively air, the witty 
words of which were the com- 
pofition of a caitiiF. It was re-, 
ceived with delight and applaufe. 
The patriarch then addrefled him- 
felf to a corpulent Dominican 
with little grey eyes, and a vifage 
not ungreafy, and befought him 
to gratify us Vith the joyous 
Dithyrambick which a few days 

F 6 before 



i«8 ADVENTURES OF 

t 

before he had indited and per- 
formed. The friar, without wait- 
ing for a fecond application, quaffed 
a large cup of Canary, and with a 
comic countenance and gefture, 
diiplayed his vocal acquirements. 



The Dithyrambick of the Do- 

* 

minican added much to our enter- 
tainment. More canticles were 
called for; more Canary. The 
patriarch, as grand diredtor, foli- 
ated a prim lady, who fate near 
the duke of York,' and who would 
cot be diverted by him, to exhila- 
rate 
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rate the fociety with a fample of 
her powers. She was a maiden 
of forty- three, of a flender habit 
of body, and an unchearful com- 
plexion. She had never yet,^ fince 
her captivity, vouchfafed to con- 
tribute to the merriment of her 
companions. Therefore did the 
patriarch attempt her for a long. 
After caufing much irkfome ex- 
pedlation, (for the virgin was dila- 
tory) at length, gazing ftedfaftly 
at the wall, and with a wild look 
and a loud and quivering tone, fhe 
broke forth into a paftoral drtty. 

This 
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This damfel had no fboner ended, 
than a general inclination to laughter 
pervaded us : nor could the pa- 
triarch, notwithftanding the grave 
afpedt he afTumed, without diffi- 
ctilty confine us to order. The 
Black Prince fubdued a fmile: 
the duke of Glou^efter turned up 
his eyes, (which, doubtlefs, was 
fomewhat unknightly) while -the 
lady Barbarina tittered outright, 
but, luckily, efcaped the obferva-- 
tion of the fongftrefs. 



Thus 



^ 
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Thus much, my lord of Marche^ 
fliall fuffice us for this day ! Exped: 
to hear to-morrow the continua- 
tion of what happened to us in the 
dominions of the patriarch. 



VISIT 
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VISIT VIIL 



AND now, faid the 
duke of Lancafter at his next vifit, 
the tables were removed, and a row 
of lofty tapers illuminated the hall. 
The merry harp and dulcimer in- 
vited us to the dance ; knights, 
robbers, and even ecclefiaflics fe- 
leded each a partner, all forming an 

cxtcnfive 
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extenfive and fplendid line from 
end to end of the pavilion. 



The Black Prince and I (there 
being a fcarcity of ladies) preferred 
fitting down by the patriarch, who 
defcribed to us in thefe words the 
various charadters of the aflembly : 
You perceive the perfon who dances 
with the lady Altifidora; that is 
Sir Hubert, of a noble houfe in 
Norfolk. He is here ftyled, the 
modeji knight who affeSts to be im-^ 
tnodeji. Diffident by nature, yet 
not beyond what is commendable, 

he 
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he hath encouraged the opinion 
that.he fhall arrive at fame, and 
fucceed in the general favour, by 
the reverfe of this good quality. 
It diverts me not a little, to behold 
an ingenuous young man endea- 
vouring to banifli the T^lufli of 
virtue from his face ; or, what is 
ftill more laughable, attempting, 
with a countenance occafionally 
fuffufed with fcarlet, to aflume that 
cool and genuine impudence, which 
is unvarying, inveterate, incurable. 
You cannot offer to Sir Hubert a 
more grateful kind of flattery, than 

to 
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to pretend to confider him as a 
ihamelefs fellow. Employ him in 
any bufinefs that may require 
effrontery, and you bind him to 
your intcrefts for ever. So nume- 
rous, my children, (for this caitiff 
called us ^bis children) are the 
habits and difguifes in which Va- 
nity petitions the world to take 
notice of her. 



The next, continued he, that 
feems worthy of your obfervation, 
is friar Matthew, an Auguftine, 
now dancing with dame Eleanor. 

He 
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He is but lately out of his novi- 
ciate, and pants for the prize of 
elegance, particularly in language. 
For this purpofe he hath laboured 
confiderably, but, alas ! to little 
effedl. He reads much, which, 
without diminifhing his ignorance, 
bath augmented his prefumpticHi. 
He hath every grammar and voca- 
bulary by heart ; yet is ever finning 
againft propriety of fpeech, and 
violating the dignity of the Englifh 
tongue. So ardent is his purfuit 
of purity in ftyle, that he earneftly 
befceches thofe who have the cha* 

rader 
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rader of eminence, to corred: him 
when he fhall be guilty of un- 
lawful grammar. Neverthelefs he 
hates the very perfon who cor- 
rQ.d:s him ; but would not have it 
thought fo, left it fubjeft him to 
ridicule. It is not, however, dif- 
iicult to difcover his vexation, by 
the fpiteful refledions he frequently 
throws out, in a fly and covert 
manner, when opportunity pre* 
fents itfelf. Thus doth there exift 
an inceflant ftrife between his pride 
and his ambition, between his 
grief at being neceflitated to apply 

for 
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for information, and his untame- 
able ' defire of ^ brilliancy and re- 
nown. 



In the next couple but one 
Hands Sir Humphrey de Waver- 
ley, better known in thefe abodes 
by die appellation of the knight 
who affeSis to be unaffeSted. Sir 
Humphrey is of an ancient houfe, 
and a perfon of a valiant mind; 
but, finding that afFedation was 
accounted a defed which obfcured, 
or at leaft diftorted the moft ad- 
mirable virtues, he hath deter- 

mined 
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mined to pafs through life with an 
unparalleled fimplicity. For in- 
ftance; if he dances, (as at this 
moment you may remark) inftead 
of moving his members with that 
gracefulnefs and fpirit which con- 
flitute good dancing, he afFeds to 
go down the line in an auk ward 
and infipid gait, and with a coun- 
tenance expreffive of no meaning 
whatfoever. When he walks^ it 
is with equal humility. On horfe- 
back, inftead of fitting eredl and 
firm, as other knights are wont, 
he totters from fide to fide, like a 

baker. 
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baker^ his legs dangling after the 
manner of the meaner fort^ and his 
head waggling in fuch wife, that 
one is often in fear left his helmet 
drop off. As to his lance, he 
carries it as a peafant doth a pitch- 
fork. In difcourfe, he mifc^Is 
both things and perfons, mif^ 
pronounces words, and violates all 
mood, and gender, and decleniion 5 
intending thereby to avoid the 
afiedlation of purity; being, in 
this, the very reverfe of friar 
Matthew. And all this he doth 
through the defire of appearing a 

mildt 
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mild, unaffe<3:ed, unaffumipg cha- 



You fee yonder, continued the 
patriarch, an elderly perfon in 
grav« apparel, who dances dif- 
contentedly, and pays little heed 
to his partner, who is the purfe- 
proud reUdt of a Briflol merchant. 
That, my children, is a man of 
law, a jealous-headed ferjeant, who 
beholds with an eye of apprehen* 
lion and hatred the increafing 
merits of his juvenile competitors* 
It is with double latisfaftion that 

Vol. I. G I keep 
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I keep him herci fince every hour 
that he Ipends in this foreft is a 
brief or a reference irretrievably loft 
to him. I verily hope that bufi- 
nefs will pals away into other 
hands. He rails without ceafing 
at the juniors of his profeffion, by 
reafbn of a new and compendious 
method of acquiring legal know- 
ledge^ the celebrated compilation 
of a learned and worthy judge. 
For he is forely afflided that thofe 
avenues fhould be imoothed^ and 
rendered even delicious to the 
rifing generation^ through which 

he 
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he and his predeceflbfs have jour- 
neyed with much. difficulty. . - - ^ 



fc ^ 



Obierve, continued he, that tur- 
bulent and brazen damfel, who 
now dances down the line at a 
little diftance from Sir Humphrey, 
and who twirls from time to time 
the aftonilhed Carmelite her part- 
ner. She, illuftrious knights, is 
the lady Hermundura, of an an- 
cient and auguft hoiiie ; an unde- 
niable, and indeed to her partner, 
an alarming inftance, that vulgarity 
and difcourteoufnefs may dwell 

G 2 within 
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within the bofom of one nobly 
born; and that dignity of birth is 
not, as a thing of courfe, accom- 
panied by digrtity of mind and 
manners. That brandifhing oif 
the right ^rm appears as if flie 
were accuftoracd to wield a battle- 
axe : that countenan ce unabafhed, 
that darting forward of the head, 
and rapid motion of it from 
Ihoulder^ fotflioulder, ^ (hould better 
become a dairy- wench than the 
daughter of a great baron. Never- 
thelefs, it was but yefterday that I 
overheard a knight addrdSing her 

with 
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with the words celejlial excellence! 
For the lady Hermundura is >an 
heirefs. 



You cannot^ Sirs, but have no- 
ticed a well-proportioned knight, 
whp occafionally flaps his foot 
againft the floor, and jerks his 
knee, until the calf of his leg truly 
quivers with the exertion. Now 
that is what they call being mighty 
Jirong — damnably well built — and 
even active wiibal. When he 
fl:ands, it is afl:ride; thereby ex- 
hibiting, nay, forcing into view, 

G 3 the 
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the firmnefs and mufcularity of 
his thigh. You, doubtlefs, per- 
ceive him looking down ever and 
anon, to fnatch a brief obfervation 
of the propriety of his members. 
For Sir Marmaduke (thus he is 
titled) accounts himfelf a marvcl- 
loufly ftriking perfonage ; one, on 
whom any heirefs might fet a 
value : perad venture the lady Her- 
mundura herfelf may, in time, be 
tempted to think tenderly about 
him. But let me not forget to 
point out to your admiration the 
adorable damfel with whom he 

dances. 
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dances. The daughter of a fquire^ 
{he poife^s a noblenefs of foul 
and mien^ which might become 
the confort of a Ibvereign. 



Not far from thefe is a con- 
ceited fquire, who profeiles to have 
ieen the worlds and to know man- 
kind, on the ftrength of having 
Iain three nights at Antwerp, and 
bought a pair of breeches at Bruges, 
A fquire, moreover, v^ho, from 
poffeffing a few volumes, which 
He fcattered continually arOund his 
chamber, would fain pafs for a 

G 4 perfon 
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perfon of a juft tafte in literature, 
and an intimate acquaintance with 
produftions of great fame. He 
is perpetually reminding us of his 
affedtion for his books. // is 
"Written in a blank leaf of my 
Amadis de Gaul-^I have taken a 
memorandum of it in my Don J?^- ' 
Kanis'^^Did you fee my Sir Bevis of 
Southampton any tiohere? Thefe, 
iiiuftriou^ knights, are his never- 
neglcded phrafcs. And from ail 
this^ you might be led to imagine 
that he was a perfon deeply read. 
But, alas! the (hallow fquire is fb 

innocent 
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innocent of real tafte and found 
judgment in thefe matters, that 
were you to require him to point 
out the peculiar merits of any one 
of his beloved authors, you would 
puzzle and incommode him to the 
utmoft degree^ For by \the jyi^re 
aid of memory, be hath colkKSedi 
a ftock of fcraps, which he dfaU 
about aflfe(95edly; xthus d^ieming 
himfelf witty by retsiling.thq wit 
of others, and a xnan of pfofoup^ 
judgment by adopted obf^rva-* 
tions. 



G5 With 
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With relpedl to his knowledge 
of the world, his daily pradice is 
a proof that few raen have fo little. 
None can bear teftimony that he 
ever doth an action which fpeaks 
him to have an infight into the 
heart of man j for in this lad qua- 
lification confifts the knowledge 
of the world, and not in having 
ambled over a portion of Chriflcn- 
dom. That ftrange motion with 
his elbows he afierts he learnt in 
Picardy ; for he afiefts to be the 
flower of elegance, the very Phoenix 
of delicate improvement* In fine, 

a fquirc 
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a fquirc who, having herded with 
jfools and proi^igates, hath ftored 
up a fet of notions as impious as 
they are abfurd, which he broaches 
without fhanie, and by which he 
profeiles to regulate his life and 
his belief. And in this, illuftrious 
knights, he is not only an objedl of 
averfion, but likewife of contempt; 
for mediocrity of intellect is the 
fource of this depravity. 

/ 

\ • 

Thefe principles, my children, 

*■ 

and this deplorable vanity, are 
more perilous by far, and more 

G 6 dcftruftive 
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deftrudUve to fociety, than the fpu- 
rious effrontery of Sir Hubert^ or 
the affciSted unafFedcdnefs of Sir 
Humphrey de Waverley. For 
(although I am but a robber that 
fay it. Heaven help me!) a rtianly 
and fincere attachment to the re- 
vealed will of God, and to the in- 
effable fandity of the Chriflian 
difpenfetion, will infenfibly give 
birth to folid virtue in the heart, 
to true vigour in the underftand- 
ing; while the contrary inclina- 
tion will inevitably bring forth a 
peftiferous crop of imbecillity and 

^ worth- 
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worthklTneis ; wilt alienate the' 
aJFe£tion, and incur the contempt 
of all whofe regard or appkufe are 
worth defiring. 

Here the patriarch concluded 
his difcourie. Our curiofity 
was excited to learn from what 
caufe this extraordinary old man 
had made choice of a mode of 
hfe Co diilimilar from that to 
which his manners and informa- 
tion fcemed fo juftly to hare en- 
■ titled him. The remark (though 
perhaps not a new one) with which 
he 
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he finldied his defcription of the 
conceited fquire, gave particular 
fatisfadlion to the prince of Wales, 
who detefted from his heart, and 
difcountenanced in his charader of 
Heir-apparent, tJbofe difturbers of 
the peace and profperity of human- 
kind, who, wandering from their 
native kingdom with but little 
underftanding, and colleding in 
foreign couptries opinions dero- 
gatory to the religion of the Re- 
deemer; opinions which they re- 
ceive through ignorance, arid per- 
fevere in from vanity 3 return at 

length 
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length to enjoy the admiration of 
their countrymen^ (which they 
have modefty to cxped) and to 
cure them, with wit, of the fuper- 
flition of their forefitthers. 



The Black Prince hath often 
laid, that he wifhed his royal 
father could iiTue the writ of ne 
exeat regnum againft all who could 
not produce, from the ordinary of 
their dioceie, a certificate of their 
pofleffing a refpedtable capaci^. 



And 
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And now the prince, firft apc>- 
logizing for the freedom he was 
taking, afkcd the hokry- headed 
patriarch what had urged him to 
purfue the profcflion of a robber, 
and why he differed fo materially 
in the difpo&l of the fpoil from 
others of the fame vocation f 
Whereupon the patriarch, having 
mufed awhile, as if for recollec- 
tion, addreiled us in the following 
words :■ ■ ■ But behold, it is now 
a fit time that I fhould ceaie* 
Adieu, my lord of Marche, until 
to-morrow. 

F I s ir 
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VISIT IX. 



ON the enfuing day, the 
noble duke of Lancafter found his 
valorous kinfman, the lord Edmond 
Mortimer, fitting up in bed, im- 
patient to hear the hiftory of the 
caitiff. Whereupon, without fur- 
ther delay, the kind duke thus 
continued his narration: Whether, 

laid 
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iaid the patriarchy there be ^ 
deftiny which attends the lives of 
• men^ or whether the Ruler of all 
things takes diredtion of our being 
from the firJ^ dav^n of infancy to 
the period of diffolutiort, I never 
yet could thoroughly decide. I 
muft not fay it was the will of 
Heaven that I fhould fubfift by 
depredation : it were a notion un- 
worthy of the Maker and of the 
man. But this I muA avow, that, 
ever from my boyifh days, I felt a 
powerful propenfity to an extrava- 
gant courfe of life^ 

I am: 



itH 
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1 am here ftyled the patriarch. 
My real name is Raymond of the 
hujhy Beard. I am a younger ion 
of an opulent and dignified iamily, 
and was early Heat to Oxford to 
adorn my mind with Latin. But 
there, iHuflrious knights> inftead 
of wafting my noAumal oil in the 
perufal of ancient writers, my vigils 
were diredcd to objedts of another 
hue. I drank, I diced, I wenched, 
I rioted : the little that I did read 
was in books of recreation, and 
romances which I borrowed from 
our academical repofitory. My 
chambers 
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chambers became the refuge of the 
joyous and the idle. I feafled 
harlots: I hired poor monks to. 
fijjg and play for us ; nor (to my 
ihame I tell it) would I communa 

with my confeflbr, till he had pre- 

. -^ 

vioufly diverted me with fome ir- 
religious madrigal. 



But my predominant and infur-» 
mountable paffion was for gaming. 
The dice-box was rarely from my 
hands : my roof refounded with 
my acclamations when I won, and 
with my curfes when I proved 

unfuc- 
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cnfuccefsfiil. At kngdi tidings 
of my encMTinities reached tbe cars 
of my rdations, and a legicm of 
peevilh aunts and of fuperdlious 
tmcks made a vigorous remon« 
ftrance to my father Sir Audemar. 
My debts were therefore dii^ 
charged, (for my pittance, as a 
3rounger brother, had proved in- 
adequate to my feftivity ) and an 
injun<9ion was fent down that I 
Ihould prepare myfelf incontinently 
to fettle in the world. Where* 
upon I bethought me of the warSj 
and of the knightly occupation j' 

for 
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for at that time our mighty and 

• 

glorious monarchy Edward Long^ 
Jhanks *, was fubduing the Welch- 
men in the mountains of Snowden, 
and I would fain have carried 
arms under, a commander fp in- 
vincible* 



Neverthelcfs, there being a liv- 
ing in the family, it was deter- 
mined by my kiadred that I Should 
embrace holy orders.. Gracious 
Heaven! it is no wonder that thy 



7 Edward the Firft, fo called; 



altars 
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altars are ill Cer^cd, when the facred 
fuiKftion of the priefthood is con- 
verted into a provifion for younger 
children, how unfit f6r it foever 
they may be. And here, illuftrious 
knights, I cannot avoid remarking, 
that, in geiieral, the moft Ignorant 
and the moil profligate of my co« 
tenjppraries were draughted into 
the church: whether indeed it 
was, that they repented theni be- 
times, and intended to atone for 
paft feults by future piety; or 
whether, as in my cafe, there were 
livings in their families. 

I was 
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I was accordingly ordained, and 
foon after took pofleflion of a recr 
tory of great value. But ere fix 
months had pailed away, my con^ 
du6l proved fo unclerical, my diffi- 
pation, my negle<ft of duties, (ex- 
cept that of taking tithe, which 
I performed with unprecedented 
accuracy) and the immoral ex- 
ample which I afforded the inferior 
clergy became fo alarming, that 
my offended flock preferred com- 
plaints againfl me; and thebifhop, 
after divers ineffedtual admoni- 
tions, declared that he would dif- 
I mifs 



/ 
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mlTs me from the cure of fouls. 
In fine, I was removed from my 
benefice. 

My kindred, enraged at my de- . 
pravityandmydi^race, (forwhich 
.th^ themiHves were not a little 
to blame, having hurried me into 
the lacerdotal line of life, when 
they knew that I was voluptuouQy 
given) my kindred, I lay, refufed 
to behold me, or fupply me with 
the means of continuing a courie 
of pleafure. I was thereupon 
neceflitated to confider of my fup- 

VoL. I. H port. 
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port. How am I to exift? faid I 
within myfelf j I who have been 
nurtured in the foft lap of hixury, 
who, at the plentiful and exquifite 
f epafts of Sir Audemar, have feafted 
like a very abbot, cannot, now that 
my palatfe is formed, fubmit to the 
more temperate and more modeft 
fare, to which others, whofe fa- 
niilies are lefs auguft than mine^ 
have been early and wifely habi- 
tuated^ 



It would have wounded my 
pride to remain in my native 

country. 
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country, in a fituation fubordinate 
to that from which I had fellen. 
In obedience to this fentiment, I 
journeyed to Dover, and took 
(hipping for the continent. On 
my arrival at Calais, I abandoned 
my religious garb, afliiming the 
gefture and apparel of a kniglit, 
and mixing ever and anon in the 
fociety of young EngUfhmcn of 
feeble underftandings and opulent 
remittances, a good portion of 
which laft I, by virtue of the 
dice-box, conveyed into my cof 
fers. Thus, Sirs, was I enabled 
Ha to 
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to maintain a gallant fhew, and 
to fwim in the gulph of fenfu- 
ality. 



In this manner I made fhift to 
vifit France and Italy, the Nether- 

« « 

lands, and part of the German 
Empire: infomuch, that I be- 
came, in feme mcafure, the di-p. 
redtor of all rich and giddy knights 
and fquires, who were improving 
themfelves by travel. But For- 
tune at length grew perfidious, or 
repented of the partiality with 
which fhe had beheld me. For 

an 
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an inconfiderate young baron, of 
an ancient and fplendid houfe, and 
to whom I was Jhewing life at 
Touloufe, liaving loft, under mjr 
care, a confiderable fum of money, 
his friends and kinfmen, who were 
numerous and potent, were deter- 
mined to purfue me with unre- 
mitted animofity. Of this I had 
feafonable advice, and accordingly 
prepared for a retreat, by laying 
afide my knightly habiliments, and 
refuming the raiment of an eccle- 
liaftic. I left Touloufe in the 
dead of night, and took the road 

H3 tc^ 
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Lyons. I had there fome flight 
acquaintance with a certain knight 
Sir Clovis, a native of that city; 
a man of a mild temper, large 
revenue, and infirm habit of body. 
He was likcwife unmarried. On6 
female relation, an aged grand- 
mo ther, dwelt with him. I in- 
formed him that, from the innate 
folemnity of my fpirit, and an in- 
credible prediledion for regularity 
of life, which, alas ! the turbu^ 
lence of the knightly profeffion 
had hitherto prevented me from 
enjoying, I had taken facred orders, 

and 
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and now meant with fervour to 
devote myfelf to piety. 



The good Sir Cloyis, with un* 
fufpedting fimplicity, gave belief 
to this tale, and confidered me as 
one who was confcientioufly with- 
drawing from the worldly ways of 
men to an honourable and well- 
employed retirement. Imprefled 
with this idea, he ftrenuoufly be- 
fought me to partake of his 
ibciety, and become, as it were, 
a member of his family. De- 
lighted in fecret with a propofal 

H4 of 
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of this nature, I neverthelefs af- 
fedled to helitate, and hinted an 
apprehenfion of incommoding his 
domeftic ftate, but foon fufFered 
myfelf to be over- ruled by his hofpi- 
table in treaties. I migrated therefore 
to his dwelling without delay. And 
now no day elapfed without my 
making fome advances in the good 
opinion and confidence of my ge- 
nerous hoft. I talked with him, 
read to him, and, on Sundays, 
prayed by his elbow-chair. From 
thefe offices I proceeded to the 

, coUedion of his rents, ^nd the re- 
gulation 
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gulation of his tenantry. Nothing 
was undertaken without a fiat 
from me. I became, ere long^ 
overbearing and diftatorial; chaf- 
tifed the domeftics, thwarted his 

grandmother, and bitterly- dorai- 

* 

neered within the manfibn of Sir 
Clovise 



At length, to difappoint me a 
fecond time, my evil fortune would 
have it, that a brother from the 
Holy Land fhould arrive at Lyon«, 
and take up his abode with my 
benevolent patron. He was a per- 

H 5 fon 
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fon of an acute caft of mind, and 
endued with a penetration as in- 
convenient to others as it was fer- 
viceable to himfelf. For he had 
not been two days amongft us, 
when he began to take note of 
me with an inquiring eye, and to 
harbour fome fuipicions that were 
unfavourable to my glory. Add 
to this, that the domeftic difcon- 
tents which I had caufed were 
now laid before him, and con- 
firmed him in the notion that I 
was a very great knave. It was 
proved againft me (to the grand 

I aftonifh- 
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aftonifliment of the worthy Sir 
Clovis) that I had embezzled his 
revenues, and, at times, introduced 
an harlot into the houfe, beneath 
the habiliments of a capuchin. It 
was therefore refolved on that I 
ihould depart. And, notwith- 
jftanding my ingratitude, and even 
my diihonefty, the humane knight 
xny patron prefented me with a 
fum of money, left prefling need 
fhould prompt me to become ftill 
more flagitious. 



H 6 I quitted 
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I quitted Lyons privately, curfing 
my unkind ftars, and the fhrewd 
brother from the Holy Land, I 
was thus again driven back into 
the arms of Frugality. Yet, even 
as a votary to her, my ftock of 
wealth, which was inconfiderable, 
began at length to melt away. 
Whither fhall I turn now ? ex- 
claimed I, deeply fighing.— Hah ! 
haVe I not heard it faid, that, not- 
withftanding the rigid rules and con- 
ftitutions of their order, they drink 
of the cup of pleafure in the fandified 

monafteries ? I will try the refec- 
tory 
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tory for a little, continued I. My 
brow cleared up as I was indulging 
this idea : I forfook once more my 
habit of an ecclefiaftic } and in the 
character of an unhappy merchant, 
whofe reiterated lofles, by veifleb 
cafl away, and by the faithleflhefs 
of traders^, had difgufted him with 
the world, prefented myfelf at an 
abbey of Benedidtines in Dauphiny . 
They admitted me without much 
hefitation, and I entered upon my 
noviciate with the hope of enjoy- 
ing, in a peaceful way, a feducing 

variety 
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ariety of all that could prove deli^ 
ious to the palate of man. 



But aks ! illuftrious knights, 
ften, very often are our profpedts 
bfcured, where wc fanguinely ex- 
edted uninterrupted ferenity. This 

lamentably experienced at the 
bbey of Benedidtines. Inftead of 
lofe fympofiums, and Epicurean 
fpafts, at which I had fondly 
3ted in my fervid imagination, 

¥ 

e rules of this holy order were, 
ith refpeft to us novices, obferved 
their original rigour. Mean- 
while 
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while the profeffed fathers not a 
little relaxed the Icverity of difci- 
pline with relation to themfelves. 
Each day there was a banquet in 
the chambers of the lord Abbot, 
of which the reft of the feniors 
were partakers ; a banquet which 
might have vied with the caroulalg 
of royalty. 

I was now in the condition of 
the damned. Even Tantalus of 
old could have been fcarccly more 
tormented. For the food of th 
novices was of the fimpleft aim 
coarfcil 
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[Toarfeft kind. . Inftead of venifba 
md ortolans^ we had pulfe and 
3arley bread ; inftead of lack and 
Burgundy, our beverage was fmaS 

# 

)eer* 



But this, illuftrious nobles, was^ 
kot all* The numerous and 
lifmal duties of the monadic voca- 
ion were as irkfome as they were 
tidi{penfable. The little {lumber 
hat I was permitted to enjoy, was 
lifturbed by the matin bell. The 
uperintendant of the novices, who 
ay in the fame dormitory, awoke 
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US with the aeeents of a Cyclops> 
taking note of the alertnefs or in- 
aiflivity of each, in order that the 

« 

fame might be reported to the 
Superior. In fine, I hated matins, 
and was not wcll-aiFedtcd to ve£- 
pers* 



To augment my vexation, it 
was neceffary that we fhould arife 
at dead of night, and whip our 
naked members, as a tnortifi:cation 
at once to the body and to the 
foul. I was now in defpair. Is 
it then come to this ? exclaimed I; 

muft 
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muft flagellation be fuperadded to 
the penance of fcanty fare ? Ah ! 
was it to afflidt my flefh, and curb 
my carnal defires, that I fled to 
this abode, which I deemed to be 
the temple of delicioufiiefs and 
repofe? Thus I mourned. ^ But 
to mourning I did not confine 
myielf : I pondered likewife on a 
remedy. As thefe midnight cafli- 
gations were performed in utter 
darknefs, ' I imagined that by 
fcourging the wall in the place of 
my own flefli, I might not only 
be relieved from pain, but even 

imprefs 
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imprefs the fuperintendant with a 
refpedlable opinion of my peni- 
tentiary rigours. For to me this 
cruel exercife was doubly over- 
coming; inafmuch as my frame, 
having been delicately nurtured 

from my infant years, was lefs able 

to fubmit to thefe inclement iriui^ 

tutions, than the brawny and robuft 
limba of my more lowly born affo- 
ciates, many of whom -were the 
progeny of ploughmen and black- 
fmiths, and other perfons of mean^ 
parentage. 



For 
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For thefe reafons, illuftriouj 
knights, when next the hour of 
difcipline was announced, I laid 
fuch- blows upon the wall, ,groan- 
ing ever and anon, that the fuper- 
intendant thought verily that the 
bleffed faints had wrought a fpeedy 
change within me, which occa* 
fioned him to make honourable 
report of me. to the Superior,. 



By ill luck, that ever purfued 
me, a novice in a neighbouring 

• * 

bed, who had heard with fome 
aftonifhment the vigorous blows I 

gave^ 
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gave, and the pitiable groans I 
uttered, was induced to fufpedl that 
there was fome fallacy in the ai^ir. 
Whereupon, jeither through envy, 
or to make a merit of the difcovery 
in the eyes of the fuperintendant, 
he unburthened to him hi« fufpi- 
, cions. The latter, vexed to be 
thus impofed on by a novice, took 
proper meafures to detedt me. No 
fooner then had the hour of cafti- 
gation arrived, and the dormitory 
begun to echo with my fidtitious 
aufterities, than the fuperintendant, 
with a lighted taper, unexpectedly 

appeared 
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appeared before me. Wrath and 
indignation were in his eyes, con- 
fufion and difmay in mine. My 
frock too being then about me, 
was alone a fufficient proof that 
my feverities had been unreal: 
yet, in order to place the matter 
beyond doubt or contradiction, 
I was ftraightway commanded 
to ftrip, and no welts or bloody 
tokens being vifible upon my 
body, the deceit and mockery 
were adjudged to be incontro- 
vertible. 



Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, I received a fcvere 
reprimand, and was exhorted to 
beware how I offended fo a fecond 
time. Here, illuftrious knights, 
there was again room for medita-* 
tion, and for artifice. As the 

« 

fuperintendant had declared that 
he would in future infpedt my 
body, it now became neceflary to 
exhibit certain marks of my having 
duly and plentifully fubmitted to 
the difcipline. I therefore pro- 
cured fome blood of a flaughtered 
mutton, which I kept in a liquified 
fbte, and two whips, with one of 

which 
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which I, as ufual, lafhed the wall, 
and with the other (after fmearing 
the thongs of it with the blood) 
inflided ever and anon, and with a 
g^tler hand, a few flrokes upon 
my fkin, which, ere long, feemed 
to have fuffered the fincereft flagel- 
lation^ 



*. 



. And here, Uluftrious nobles, 
you will doubtlefs admire that I 
employed not my ingenuity in 
efFefting an efcape, rather than in 
deceiving the fuperiors of the' 
monaftery. But the hope of 

fucceeding. 



\ 
I 
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fucceeding, when my noviciate^ 
fliould expire, to the right of living 
in indolence and luxury, like thefe 
fethers, the right of negledling 
matins and noiftumal caftigation, 
and of being kept up to fupper in 
the chambers of the lord Abbot, 
fupported my drooping foul, and 
determined me to endure, or, if 
poflible, elude the hardlhips of my 
condition* For a week, then, my* 
ilratagem: bad the; dafired iuccefs. 
But, imfortunately for me, it was 
an invariable cuftom, and indeed^ 
a humane one, that the monk 
Vol, !• I who 
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who officiated as phyfiqian to the 
fntemky, fhouM atter^ ia tl» 
cbrmttDry at Aated periods^ for 
the purpoTe of applyiag baliaoau 
and other heaUog preparations ta 
the flefli of ^e difcifjiaartans. 
It was then that my malvcarfattons. 
were a feotid time revea}^ to the 
eyes of dbe fispedntendanti. M^ 
guHt (as it was deemed) was de^ 
chced to be too em)mx)U8. to aibnit 
of pardon. A complaint m form 
was preferred agatnft laoie^ andRgjF* 
fnood reported to the Superior of 
the ibciety, as^a novice who was 

« 

eminently 
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eminently fIa£^tiotts and incorri- 
gible. 



The lord Abbot commanded— 
But, coufin Mortimer, I fear that 
I have exceeded my uTual time. 
Farewell I compofe your&lf. To- 
bI6f^# yOQr^i be^ Hd v^hat the 
AW6i G6i foi RayiSioiid. Thus 
fpm thi^dUSi^ «f LaiKh^r, and 
^n«th>f»Mi ietuedl 



Iz VISIT 
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VISIT X, ' 



t 



; FRIAR HII^DEBRAND 
relates^ in the tenth vifit/ that the 
lord Edmpnd Mortimer, being 
fomewhat impatient to hear the 
fequel of the hiftory of the 
patriarch, difpatched a nimble 
meffengcr to John of Gaunt, an 
hour before the cuftomary time of 

meeting. 
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meeting, iii order to haften that 
benevolent hiftorian* 



The duke of Lancafter being 
cOme s^nd feated, continued his 
narration as follows: The lord 
Abbot, faid the patriarchy com-- 
manded that I ihould be brought 
into his prefence. I fhall never 
forget his prefence. An -over- 
grown body, fwoUen with wine 
and venifbn, and which two fore 
legs could, with difficulty fufbin, 
together with a violet- coloured 
vifagc of an unnatural diameter, 

1 3 orbicular^ 
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orbicular, carbunckd, a^ fqr- 
mounted with jGhowy hftk, tmy 
give you no faint idea of this 
voIoptuQjjs cccrkfisftic. |I« wasj 
iUuftriou3 knights, the v^ry high^ 
^rieft of Intcmperaiace. Never^ 
thek& J ftood abafbod be&re hioi^ 
Novice cried be wi^ a magiilesiiA 
deportment, it is plain tb^t thou 
ktft had no ^fious c^ to a (j^ 
thud way of life I inafmuch as thy 
diipofition, &mc thy admiffioa 
amongft us, hadi been marked hf 
repeated aiSts of di&lxdience and 
deprairity« Thou art not awarej, 

perad venture. 
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peradventure, that thou haft there^ 
by defrauded both Heaven and 
thyfelf : Heaven, fincc fuch difci- 
pUne is an atcmement for paft 
ofience ; diyfblf, fince every ftripe 
llKit thou mighteft have inflided 
vrouM have fcourged out a portion 
of the venom of worldly wicked- 
XMcfs from thb ihy iinful body» 
Avaunt then, ion Raymond, depart 
this abbey : unfit art thou for God, 

and in ho wife the manner of man 

« 

that would prove eligible for our 
onlert So ^ake the Superior. 

14 .la 
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In fine, I was difmifled from the 
monaftery. 



It were needlefs, illuftrious 
knights, to recount tb you the 
various and! octraordinary means 
hy .which, after my banifliment 
from the abbey of Bencdidines, 
I endeavoured to participate of the 
luxuries of this life. Gaming and 
impofition were my chief- re- 
fburcies ; yet oould they not, at all 
times, be emplojjed in full facurity. 
This cempelled me very frequently 
to fhift the fcenc, - and to pradtife 

where 



JOHN OF GAUNT. 177 

where my face and my, irregularities 
were unknown ; fo that few are 
the countries of Europe which I 
have not feen. At length, after 
many yqars of wandering, many 
cfcapes from the refentment of 
public juftice, and the revenge of 
individuals, I refolved upon return- 
ing to my oative land, ^nd to ie^k 
for a refloratioQ to the bofom of 
my family* But the flrft tidings 
which I leamt on my arrival in 
England was, that th? venerable 
Sir Audenmji- Was now no more, 
and that, ' inr his teftament, no 
^ 1 5 mention 
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Our laft famous ilrong hold i;ira$ 
at the Peak^ of Derby* Our cavern 
became an opulent and refplet^^nt 
magazine^ from the humble Bitch 
of bacon to manufadures in gold 
and filver. It vt^as there that J 

laid the firft foundation of this 
authority, which I .maintain over 
thefe contented and obedient b^n^ 
ditti. The various plans of plea- 
fure which I invented and effedted^ 
at once indulged their appetites 
and fbothed their love of eaie* 
By degrees they grew attached to 
my perfon and my opinion: they 

fdt 
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ferfning future fchemes of diili- 
patioB. It WES then that I pro* 
jjfca^ my prefent eiijpire, which 
eonBUs in rendering others^ fHU 
fiib&nriefit to my felicity, ki a 
inamkr unfiie^ of in m!y age or 
natioQ.. I Jia ktmet flsgainied my 
Mbcrty, than I ^ihoAted with cer* 
taiir fqaadron^ tliaft AibMed by 
depcdfotion. We fobBed (Bfe^d 
Virgmi how wtr robbed!) from 
one end of England to the other. 
No thicket, m> ffareft, no mbuntairi 
was unknown ta m. We eluded 
tvery eflbrt of the civil' power^ 

16 Quj^ 
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taA partlf b^ a nixtoiie witb-mttcb 
knightly CQm{«oy> reined Into- 
4fCQsniin 1 aad any outrage m any 
iodivkinal of onx clan would dcavr 
ypoa ham not ocdy my paiticahr 
difpleafure^ tint likewife the ge-i^ 
necal ind^natioa of dte cornmu-^ 
fiity^ 

Tbua hmt I t^isMii to yoii^ 
iUui(brioi» nobtea, ^ ofigu>> and 
ftogreCs, and eftabli^ttnent of otnr 
ilate, with a fiimmary rcficw oi 
1^ meft femarkalble parlietdars of 

my 
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my own «Ktiao|dinai]r life and 
ch»rii^« My co^dtt^ ii is ^w-» 
tfmt bath \mn fomi^wiiat vk^ 
iTiMT^r yet with itaibn I maj 
^fllniiij t^at it pr<K:<eded from nO' 
mhon\ m^cioiuiai^ 9f ^ouli i^ 
f^pQp^ty m my luitui:^ to mdbft 
mankimif My fok aim was to 
partake of plcafure in its utmoft 
CiiFtQAti to which imlucky turfi. of 
nm^ wif etiacatioa had coatarw 

is dM lift of & youegcsr bfother* 
W^ wefefQ^^t. up |p tlje caftlof 

and 
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and diilipation q|tendant on great 
families ; are at length turned out 
T^ith all our appetites about usi 
and an inconfiderable allowance 
termed the fortune of a younger 
brother. Our wants (that is, our 
defires, which by habit become 
wants) remain, while our means 
of gratification are abridged, or 
ev^en annihilated. I, it muft be 
cdnfefled, for a little time held a 
living: but I treat, in the general, 
of the forlorn ftate of younger 
brethren. For what, illuftrious 
nobles, is an ignominious beef- \ 

fteak i 
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fteak to him who hath been habi- 
tuated to a triple difplay of viands 
at the board of a knight or baron ? 
His parents infpire him with the 
love of purple and fine linen^ and 
of faring fumptuoufly every: day; 
and yet expedt from him in future 
the felf-denial of an anchorite. 



Again : (for the fubjedk leads 
me even b^ond younger brethren^ 
and entices me to touch upon 
education in genial) in youth we 
are either conmittted to the care 
of private preceptors, or quartered 
1 ^ at 
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at fchods and colkges^ the mafier^ 
of which are required to imbue 
our minds with iqiowkdge^ add 
(what is of far greater moment) 
to make us honeft men. Never<- 
thdeis^ what is the ifTue? At 
hom^ our parents and our khd^ 
men unravel the beauteous web of 
ethics which our inflrudors have 
woven &r us f th^ dice,^ are in« 
dbriated, are piplanfr m our pre«* 
(fence: the precepts of brilliant 
wifdom> deliwred m the learned 
lofc of Athens and of Rxunc, are 
derided by the very peribns who 

4?ay 
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pay t>thcri for impasting themi 
and the parent^ by a pennicioiis 
aQd unaccountable waifair^. be-^ 

fi^s the fair edf&» era3»d bjr tlMi^ 
precqpton 



In fchools and ttniverfitks the 
VKdamcg we perafe iimulcate the 
fnxreft iittxims of po^ikal iatc^ 
grity: the inftrorSsdrs: enforce ^mji 
it is their duljr^ it is their {Mridej^ 
tin the ftudent returns to conteou 
plate a father who hbnielf is a 
pattern of the vileft venaGtft and 
who hadi laboured to eradicate 

fron:^ 
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from his own inglorious breaA 
every priqciple that tended to fonn 
the accomplifhed citizen r . O ye 
blind, and degenerate, and cor-^ 
rupted race of beings ! .wherefor? 
this ignoble mockery under the 
title of education? Ye pay fti- 
pends to the learned to teach virtue 
to your ofiBpring^ not for the fake 
of virtue, but bcosiufe ye find it 
cuftomary. The province of the 
hired teacher hath its limits : the 
work is incomplete until^^ have 
crowned it j for domeftic example 
is the key-ftone of education. 

Yet 
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Yet think not, noble tvaniors, 
Uiat air thefe complaints kavd 
aiiien firom fad experience in the 
boufe from whfich I fpring, . Sir 
Aiu^Q)ar^ my father, was an Ip^ 
nourable knight, and an . ardent 
lover of his country. If firft in 
his manfion I was, made acquainted 
with Luxury^ he little imagined 
that I fhould one day have occa« 
iion to wifh that I had never 
known hen 



But to return to my condition 
of patriarch—— 

t Here 
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Here the fold duke of Loncafer, 
having teadoKA iiiaa£tf hoarfii I^ 

Rpeatii^ ^ deckbottkn of ilajr^ 
mondy waS' fuddcd^ cooiteiimtf 
(iii^eiid hir oMMtvre; aid MUkviio 



riS IT 
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y I S I T XI. 



THE duke, onthe 
enfulng day^ thus proceeded: 

Many and various^ continued' 
the patriarchy are the opinions 
entertained with reipedE to my 
character, and the motives which 
gave rife to this eftabliihment. 
Some, who are inclined to think 

ieverely 
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feverely of me, aflert that I am a 
ruffian the moft ferocious and in- 
fufferable 5 that I firft rob, and 
then ridicule the fubjedts of our 
lord the king, and detain them in 
an uncomfortable and inglorious 
captiyi^ty: that I have traiteroufly 
infulted the majefty of the Englifh 
nation, by maintaining an armed 
fprce in the very bowels of the 

[oni; and that the fraud 

■*■•-{ 

which I njake ufe o£ to entrap the 

unwary pflenger is as diftant from 

true valour as it i§ deferying of the 

I , deepefl 
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deepeft vengeance which the le- 
gillature can devife. 



Others, on the contrary, who 
behold my principles and pradliccs 
in a more favourable point of 
view, -contend that my dcfigns are 
lefs atrocious than it is imagined; 
that if I pillage, and rcflrain the 
loco-motive faculty of fuch as have 
accidentally become fubjedt to my 

fway, it is with the laudable inten- 
tion to make them merry, like 
myfelf, and to diffipate the gloom 
4>f their worldly anxieties, (and 
Vol, L . K who 
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V 

who is there that hath them not?) 
by expending their own fpoils for 
their behoof and entertainment; 
that with me dwell innocent fefti- 
vity and knightly decorum, (and 
more than thefe what reafonable 
being can defire?) and that, as 
very many perfons of both fcxes, 
and of all conditions, within this 
realm of England, are tormented 
in divers ways with the malady 
of'deprefled fpirits, which, how 
worthy or how wealthy- foever 
thofe perfons may be, create in- 
finite difturbance both to them { 

and \ 
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and their connexions, I, by com- 
pelling them to partake pf our 
hilarity, and by fpreading the 
contagion of my merriment 
amongft them, do adlually chafe 
away thofe cruel horrors from 
their minds, and thus remedy a 
difeafe that waS before deemed in- • 
curable; that the mildnefs and 
equity of my adminiftration, and 
the perpetual diverfity .of pleafures . 
that I afford, are no mean com- 
penfation for the infringement on 
their freedom, which laft is my 
fole and unavoidable adl of 

K 2 tyranny; 
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tyranny; that, even were they at 
liberty, what other purfuit would 
they have had but pleafure, in 
iome one of its various and infinite 
modifications ? 



With refpedl to my ridiculing 
the perfons whom' I have robbed, 
it is alledged that, my remarks are 
of benefit to thofe who hear then^, 

and that the objeds themfelves of 
fuch falutary ftridtures may cor- 
red, in this retirement, with mv 
critical aid, fome follies diat, in 
life at large, would expofe them to 
4 keener 
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keener (hafts of derifron and dif- 
dain, than any they can experience 
within the territories of Ray- 
mond. 



It is faid, moreover, that my 
method of obtaining fre/h^ addi- 
tions to the aflembly, fo far fromi 
being an outrage againft true 
valour, is, if a bloodlcfs victory 
can be accounted the moft glo- 
rious, an adt of real hcroifm ; that 
it is wifely adapted to the end of 

■ 

my inftitution, which is a frequent 
fupply of new faces and charad:ers, 

e 

K 3 and 
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and that violence, in fuch a cafe, 
would but endanger the lives of 
thofe for the fake of whofe fociety 
the capture was attempted* In 
fine, it is obferved that I am now 
far ffricken in years, and that a 
conftant variety of divcrfions is 
become neceflary ; that the world, 
in my earlier days, had ufed me 
but unkindly, and that now it is 
my turn to make that world recom- 
penfe me, by compelling it to 
contribute to my fupport and my 
feftivity* Here ended the pa- 
triarch. 

It 
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It was now midnight, and the 
company yet enjoying th& •dance, 
when Raymond, anxious for tlie 
health of his female guefts, arofe, 
and thus addrefled them : My 
children, forry I am to be obliged 
to check your innocent entertain- 
ment ; but my folicitude for your 
well-being, (and it is ^s a tender 
parent that I fpeak) demands that, 
for the prefent, I fhould exhort 
you to give over. He faid, and 
the dancers, though reluctantly, 
difpeifed. The lady Hermundura 
wiped her warm .face, and, with 

K 4 her 
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her right arm a-kimbo, and hold- 

s 

ing a corner of her apron in her 
left hand, marched up and down 
the hall, as it were to cool herfelf. 
Sir Marmaduke now ceafed to take 
notice of his limbs. Sir Hum* 
phrey dc Wavcrley, fatigued with 
the dances, and with aiFefting to 
be unafFeded, was very glad to reft 
himfelf. Sir Hubert tnodejily fate 
down. * Friar Matthew made a 
truce with propriety of language ; 
but the fquire who knew the 
worldy though inclined to take his 
cafe, would firft tell the lady Her-. 

mundura 
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mundura a pleafant fecret about 
the Low Countries ; and which^ 
the better to aflift memory, was in 
the laft leaf but one of his Ririalda 
de Montauban. 



And now many of the fair drew 
round the patriarch, for the pur-» 
pofc of converfing with him, and 
of receiving the encomiums which 
he with a liberal voice beftovved 
on their refpedtive merits • Thefe 
praifes produced no iilconfiderable 
effect : flattery, even from a robber, 
is delightful to the female ear; 

K 5 and 
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and this politic old man, by arts 
like thefe, contrived to keep the 
ladies in good- humour with their 
captivity. Patriarch, did I dance 
well ? cried the lady Barbarina^ 
with a fmiling face, and feating 
herfelf brifkly befide him, 'Ad- 
mirably, my child, faid he, gently 
patting her upon the cheek, your 
delicate and well - proportioned 
frame feemed to promife it at the 
' outfet, and my conjectures con- 
cerning you have been in no wife 
difapppinted. But, my darling, 
. 4q not jump quite fo high for the 

future* 



^d««r 
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future. You are a fiae ^ little 
daihfel: by the head of Saint 
Francis I fliall become enamoured 
of- you. As Raymond uttered 
thefe words, the lady Barbarina 
took the opportunity to laugh, 
and exhibited her white teeth to a 
moft enviable advantage. The 
lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne now 
approached, and, having fome 
tender fayings to impart, led her 
off to a diftant corner. 



The company, refrefhed with 
confeftions and cooling liquors, 

K6 at 
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at length took their leave of the 
patriarch for the night, who re- 
plied, '* Good night, my children; 
** holy Mary keep ye." This 
faid, each retired to his particular 
habitation. I had not been long 
in mine, .when a voice from an 
adjoining cabbin (the partition 
being thin, and in many places^ 
perforated) thus attracted my at- 
tention : It is often, brothef,. that 
I refle<5l on, and indeed deplore 
the condition of us ufhers. To 

r 
1 

infpedt, and be anfwerable for the 
condud of youthful ladies ; to be 

hated^ 
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hated, and fpited, and mocked^i; 
and mortified, is more, I vow to 
the Heavens, than I am vyell able 
to bear. Bleflcd be the aufpicioua 
hour, thrice blefled, when my 
ladies and I, pacing with our 
palfreys through the wildernefs 
adjacent, were beguiled and cir- 
cumvented by the melody of 
Mirandora* I fay, brother, that I 
rejoice in my captivity, and pray 
God that it may laft as long as 
I have to live. For, fince we 
have fbjourned aniongft thefe 
merry-making caitiffs, I have en- 
joyed 
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joyed more eafe, yea alfo better 
cheer, than ever I had to boaft of 
at the. caftle of Sir Percival. Here 
damfels muft look to themfelves ; 
ufliers are, in this place, an utter 
nullity. So that, brother, let us 
even make the moil of our good 
fortune, and indulge ourfelves in 
pleafure, though it be but amongft 
free-bo.oters. 



He ended, and a fecond voice 
(the voice of another ufher) replied 
as follows : Your complaints, 

brother ufher, are not unjuft; our 

lives 
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- lives are a perpetual dilemma. If 
faithful to our employers, and 
rigid fuperintendants of what is 
committed to our care, the youth- 
ful abhor us, and devife divers 
fchemes to make us wretched or 
ridiculous. If treacherous to our 
truft, and indulgent to our ladies, 
to what perils are we not expofed 

. from their giddinefs or their in- 
gratitude ? In either point of 
view, then, our lot is truly j)itiable. 
I am weary of my calling, and 
will be no more an ufher. Never- 
thelefs, brother, I have a curiofity 

to 
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to learn the particular fort of mif^ 
chiefs with which you have been 
aggrieved while in your ufherly 
vocation, to the end that I may 
compare your calamities with my 
own, fo (hall we affedionately 
condole with each other, and, if 
pradlicable, adrainifter reciprocal 
confolation. And I, replied the 
[former, have the like defire to hear 
what mifadventures have been your 
portion. To whom the fecond 
ufher: Do but gratify me firft^ 
and I will faithfully unfold to you 
every chapter of my mifery. Then 

the 
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the firft ufher, hemming to dlf- 
embarrafs his voice, began in the 
words which follow: My father 
was an arwiourer— — 



But, my lord of Marche, faid 
the duke of Lancafter, permit me 
to adjourn this hiftory until the 
vifit of to-morrow. The carl 
Mortimer, ever courteous and con- 
iiderate, acquiefced, and John of 
Gaunt withdrew. 



VISIT 



210 ADVENTURES OF 



visit: XII. 



BUT the next day 
the duke thus refuihed the narra-* 
tion : 



My father, faid the firft ufhcr, 
was an armourer in the city of 
Coventry. Obfcrving that I dif- 

covered no genius for the anvil, 

« 
he fent me to a free fchool, where 

I was 
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I was put into^ Latin grammar 

long before I could even tolerably 

. read my native tongue. At length, 

' having made fome little progrefs 

in literature, my father took me 

home, in order to keep accounts 

> for him, and to aflift: in collefting 

his debts, which, alas ! were pretty 

« 

numerous; many barons difdain- 
. • ing to' pay him for their armour, 
and others cruelly caufing him to 
mif-fpend his time in waiting in the 
bafe courts, or in the barbicans * 

* The barbican was the outer gate, the 
• porter's lodge. 
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of their caftles : then, if haply it 
were a clear day, they would at 
kft come forth on horfeback, and,, 
as they pranced over the draw^ 
bridge, would condefcendingly nod 
at him, and cry, *' fo, Timothy ;'* 
but not a fyllablc concerning the 
money that was owing to us.- 

In fine, my father, weary of 
being ^^ fo Timothy d'* thus often^ 
and perceiving that his bufinefs 
was faft verging to the decline^ 
addrefled me one day as follows i 



Simeon, 
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• Simeon, thou art now in the 
ftate of manhood ; it is time that 
thou fhouldft bethink thee of fome 
reputable mode of life, which may 
not only bring thee bread, but 
even enable thee to affift thy poor 
father in his neceflity. I have 
been pondering, my fbn, upon 
thy parts and thy difpolition ; with 
thy merit thou mayeft hope to 
arrive at the poft of ufher in fome 
ancient and auguft houfe, from 
which thou couldft derive a plea- 
fent ftipend for the prefent, with 
ihfi profped of an aiylum when 

thou 
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thou art old and inconfiderable. 
Therefore, my fon, faid he, ac- I 

cuftom tbyfelf betimes io the 
practice of a becoming gravity, as 
well in thy fpeech as in thy bodily 
demeanour. At the fame time 
he admoniflied me to nourifh a • 
length of beard. 



I religioufly complied with thefe 
injundlions of my parent. Ere 
three months were at an end, my 
vifage, from frequent exercife, had 
acquired a rare folemnity *, my ut- 
terance was regular and precife; 

and. 



\ 
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and, if a beard of eleven inches 
can be a recommendation to any 
mortal, that recommendation was 
indifputably mine. 

In this guife did I repair to the 
caftle of Sir Percival, a venerable 
knight of threefcore and ten, who, 
it was rumoured,^ had occafion 
for an uflier, to condu<5t two 
youthful damfels, one his niece 
and one his grand-daughter, the 
former of whom was named the 
lady Philippa, the latter the lady 
Florinda : they both are at prefent 

Captives 



N 
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^ captives in this delicious habita- 
tion. Sir Percival was much 
ftruck with my orderly and grave 
afpeft, and, after flarting a few 
queftions as to my origin and edu- . 
cation, admitted me a member of 
his family, I flew to my father 
Timothy for the refiduc of my 
apparel, and for certain books of 
chivalry which I was addicted to 
perufe. My father wept for joy 
at the tidings of my eftablifliment, 
and out of his fcanty treafure gave 
me three and twenty fhillinga, 
that I might not be held con-^ 

temptible 
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temptible io the eftimation of the 
houfehold. 



In the evening I returned to the 
caftle, and was prefented by my 
patron to his niece and grand- 
daughter. The lady Philippa was 
in her fifteenth year; her deceafed 
father, a baron of exalted quality, 
had tranfmitted to her a rich in- 
heritance^ which, together with 
the recoUedion of her noble birth, 
had diiFuied an air of haughtinefs 
over the deportment of this damfel, 
but which, neverthelefs, the viva- 

Vol. I. L city 



2i8 ADVENTURES OF 

city and reftleflbefs of her temper 
would on feveral occafions entice 
her to forget. Moreover, fhe was 
Tery pretty, and received much 
praiie and flattery from her lovers ; 
a circumilance which augmented 
the loftineis of her mind. 



Her coufln, the lady Florinda, 
was of a milder caft of foul ; le(s 
proud, lefs beautiful, but more 
lovely than the lady Philippa. She 
was in the amiable bloom of fix- 
teen, and poflefled fomething fo 

agreeable and bewitching in her 

manners. 
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manners, that, with not quite fo 
large a dowry, ftie had full as many 
adorers as her ftately kinfwoman^ ^ 
•As I approached them, the lady 
Philippa, to avoid offending Sir 
Percival, endeavoured a little to 
fubdue the difdainfulnefs of her 
demeanour 5 neverthelefe it was 
manifeft, from certain fide looks, 
and a particular motion of her 
head, that fhe beheld me with 
confiderable contempt* The lady 

Florinda looked arch. 



L2 
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Thde were no pleaiing omens 
of that refped, and even authori^^ 
which I had vainly hoped to enjoy. 
I retired fomewhat difpirited to my- 
chamber ; but^ fbon refleding that 
this reception might have been 
merely the refult of a momentary 
levity, I prepared to exert myfelf 
with diligence in my function. 
The firft attempt which I made 
at reformation in my youthful 
ladies was one mornings as I at- 
tended them on a vifit to a neigh- 
bouring caftle. The diftance be- 
ing ihort, we did not xide. Now 

the 
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the lady Phillppa, when fhe 
walked, had a cuftom of fwinging 

« 

one arm back and forward, which 
I deemed to be rather mafculine, 
and unbefitting a damfel of her 
eftate and quality. I coUeded 
therefore into my countenance 
whatever gravity I was pofieffed 
of, and leaning both hands upon 
my ftafF of ebony, reprimanded the 
fair niece of Sir Percival in thefe 
words: Nothing favours more of 
propriety, nor is withal more de- 
lightful, thaij a due regard to thofe 
diftinguifliing marks (of gefture 

L 3 and 
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and manner, I mean) which nature 
hath bcftowed on either fcx, to the 
end that we nuight difcriminate by 
other exterior tok^fi befides that 
of their attire. [Here, hrother^ I 
coughed a little j my father having 
remarked, ae a fecret in uflierihip^ 
tlhat a £ditious cough, when fea^ 
fonably introduced, contributes to 
render one both interefting and 
venerable, and is, as it were, an 

V. 

indication of fteady thoughts.] It 
is therefore, my lady Philippa, 
continued I, that I would perfuade 
yoii to lay afide that fwinging of 

your 
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your arm, and that I recommend 
both to you and to my lady Florinda 
a firmer ftep in your mqde of 

walking, inafmuch as that mannei: 

I- 

j of tottering on your heels impart^ 

an unfeemly motion to your heads 

and your whole bodies, which, in 

my judgment, hath the appearance 

of afFedation, and even of pridi^ 

than which . nothing can be more 

unfuitable to your maidenly con^ 

dition. For there is a difcreetncft 

of air and of attitude, a refervednefe 

in the very lipibs as well as in the 

countenance, meet for perfons of 

L 4 your 
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your virgin years, and ornamental 
to womankind at any sera of their 
being, I befeech ye, therefore, 
my ladies, to give ear to what I 
advance, and to incline to a ipeedy 
amendment. 



I was proceeding, brother, in 
this ftrain, when the lady Philippa, 
who reddened with indignation, 
and toiled her head until I verily 
thought it would drop off, replied 
abruptly, that had I known the 
limits of my office better, I would 
not have addreiied them in a Ayle 

of 
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of fuch authority : that the duty 
of an u {her was folely to attend 
them at church aijid at vifitings, 
to go before them in a ftifF pofture, 
and to hand theili in and out in a 
folemn and fubmiffive manner. 
You will conceive, brother, that 
this difcourfe did not fail to fur-> 
prize and mortify me. Pardon 
me, my lady, cried I with fbme 
emotion, fuch may indeed have 
been the paltry and circumfcribed 
functions of the ufhers of former 
days. We of th^ prefent age ara 
intrufted with a more onerous and, 

L 5 important 
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important charge than that of 
being fimple gendemen of the 
ceremonies. It is ours^ my kdy^ 
[this I iaid with a firm accent] to 
regulate, and, as it were, prune away 
thofe indecorous excreicencies of 
behaviour, if I may fo term them, 
which, in the merriment of youth, 
are inconftd<erate1y adopted as fb 
many charms and graces, though 
Heaven knows they ar« clearly and 
deplorably the reverfe. But this, 
my lady, is not all. To exhort, 
nay, to urge ye« to the perufal of 
devout volumes, and to an indefa- 
tigable 



a 
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tigable attention to embroidery and 
ten-ftitch, Whereby your youthful 
minds would be wholefomely pre- 
occupied, and little or no room 
left for liUy thoughts, and for un- 
lafe tendernefles towards fhewy 
knights of neither affluence nor 
anceftry; this to perform, I fay, 
is the very fublimity of ufher- 
ihip. 



By this time we had reached 
the manfion of our neighbour, 
otherwife I fhould have uttered a 
good deal more 5 having aflembled 

L 6 matter 
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matter that was methodical and 
irrefiflible. But ere long I was a 
vidlim to their vengeance. In the 
evening we returned to the caftle 
of Sir Percival. In this there was 
a circular tower, containing fundry 
rooms, the uppermoft of which 
had been allotted to me. Below 
there was an apartment in which 
the ladies abode, when they read, 
or fang, or plied the labours of the 
needle. One common ilair-cafp 
communicated with the whole, 
and at night-time was illumined 
by a fingle lamp, which hung 

about 



JOHN OP GAUNT. - 1J9 
about half-way between the top 
and the bottom. This lamp th^ 
nlaliciouily (God in heaven forgive 
them for it) were in the pradticft 
of extinguilhing, as foon as the 
bell rang for fupper, when we 
quitted our refpeftive apartments, 
they to join Sir Percival, and I to 
iit down to a table in the but- 
tery, provided for the fuperior 
domeftics. 

As the flairs were fteep, and in 

many parts uneven, (it was as if 

one defcended a belfry) I, who 

with 
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with the beft light found them, 
difficult and-irkfome^ was not a 
little embarraffcd, nay affrightcd> 
ki attempting to go down them in 
the dark. So that, brother^ by 
the time that' I could arrive at the 
buttery, the fupper was quite cold, 
and the beft bits devoured. For 
fervants hate us u(hers> inafmuch 
as they know not well in whati 
clafs to confider us; we being 
neither fervants, as they are, nor 
gentiemeh, like their betters 5 but 
2 dubious fpecies of afficevs, to 
whom they ate caatfous of paying 

too 
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too much refpeft, and yet afraid of 
fhewing too little. Thefe delays 
were to me iatolerable. For I. 
loved fomething &voury for fupper ; 
and thefe wicked damfels knew it^ 
by intelligence from their waiting-^ 
women. 



Sometimes top, in order ftill to 
heighten their revenge, they dif- 
poied an old truncheon upon one 
of the flairs, which, when trodden 
on, would infallibly betray my 
feet, ^ and hurry, or rather kunch 
me with fuch a perilous velocity^ 
2 ' that 
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that I narrowly efcaped frafturing 
my members. They had alfo a 
favourite fox^dog, that was grown 
aged and ill- tempered ; this noxious 
animal they caufed to lie upon the 
ftair-cafe; fo that I, in defcending 
without a glimmering of light, 
muft of neceffity put my foot on 
his body: whereupon he would 
bounce fuddenly with a hideous 
howling, fnap at my legs alarm- 
ingly, and often throw me down. 

One night likewife, as I was 
moving with much caution, and 

praifing 



I 
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praifing all the faints that no fox« 
dog was in my way, by miftake 
and fore mifchance I went down a 
lecond ftair-cafe, which branched 
out of the other, near the bottom. 
Whence is it, faid I in a whifper, 
that this night I am fo tedious in 
my defcent ? I thought I had 
been near the buttery ere now: 
afluredly I fhall be late for fupper, 
or, at beft, fhall obtain but a 
few hike warm fragments. Blefled 

■ 

Mary ! whither am h going ? I 

> 

reckoned that by this time I muft 
be very deep, confidering the 

number 



1 
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number of fteps I had defcended. 
But conceive my furprize and 
terror, when, on feeling around 
ine, I found myfelf in a horrid 
vault, damp, noifome, and abound'* 
ing with vermifi, whoie reiterated 
fqueaking appalled me to the very 
heart. I fought for the ftairs, but 
in vain. Oh, God ! exclaimed I^ 
with a groan that would have 
melted even a giant to compafSon, 
here am I without food many fa-- 
thorns under the earth ! What 

V, 

mortal can hear my voice from this 
diimal profundity ? I fhall famifh^ 

and 



" I 
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ind- be a prey to ravenous crea- 
tures, I was forthwith in a ftrong 
perfpiration. Alas ! continued I^ 
this conies of my rfeproaches to 
the ladies Philippa and Florinda^ 
What had I to do with their 
fwingkg, or their tottering ? Why 
not have difcreetly held my peace^ 
and enjoyed their good opinion, 
and the comforts of this caftle ? 
JBut then, faid I, on .the other fide, 
was it not a duty owing to myfelf 
and to Sir Percival ? No— I repent 
not of my rigour : I perifli a martyr 
to my integrity. 

At 
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At length I bethought me of 
fliouting. I hallowed until the 
cavern re-echoed. Fortunately, 
one of the handmaids, who Was 
going up to the chambers, heard 
my outcries, and gave notice, that 
there was a voice from the dun-» 
geon. Whereupon lights were 
brought. By the aid of the ferv- 
ing-men, I afcended, pale, trem- 
bling, and in a deadly fweat, amidil 
repeated burfts of laughter from 
the aftonifhed and diverted houfe- 
hold. Sir Percival hearing the up- 
roar, fent a page to inquire the 

caufe; 



\ 
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caufe ; and, upon learning my dif- 
after, gave orders that I ihould be 
put to bed, and that a tankard 
of mulled fack, with a toaft and 
nutmeg in it, ihould beinflantly 
made ready to recruit and comfort 
me. 



You are fenfible, brother, no 
doubt, that I have not without rea- 
fon lamented the lot of ufhers. 
Only that it would have been jfin- 
ful in a perfon of my calling, J 
could have curfed my perfecutrefles 
in the bitternefs of my foul. But 

their 
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their malice flopped not here. 

« 

Whenfoever they efpied me pafling 
trough the court of the caftle, 
th^ tittered from behind the bat- 
tlements^ or through fome adja- 
cent fpike-hole^ which difquieted 
me beyond conception. For, of 
all infefior noifes, tittering was the 
moft ofifenfivo to me. My nerves 
were not equal to it. Moreover, 
it annoyed, and, as it were, un- 
dermined that importance and re- 
ipe<3ability, which are the comer- 
ftones of our profeiHon ; it difcon- 
certed the grave deportment which 

I was 
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I was wont to alTume, and was 
more than a ipan of my beard 
could well put up with. Accord- 
ingly> oae afternoon^ I rebuked 
them in the following terms : 
Tittering, feid I, leaning on my 
ftaff of ebony, is a frivolous and 
difcourteous ebullition of the ipirita 
in youthful perfons, particularly^ * 
of the female fex, and is obferved 
to be moft prevalent during what 
is called their teens. For, after 
they have attained to the twentieth 
year of life, they, in general, be-: 
come mature, demure, circum^d:^ 
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and rational. Tittering, my la- 
dies^ is either a girlifh and unwo- 
manly aiJedation of being merry 
at the expence of others, by de-.. 
riding, or attempting to deride, 
in a half-fuppreiled and ignoble 
ftyle of laughter, fome peculiarity 
in their raiment, ipeech, vifage, 
or demeanour ; or it is a thought- 
kfs and unmeaning aptitude to be 
merry ye know not why ; or it 
is (what is worft of all) a vindic- 
tive inclination to confound, put 
out of countenance, irritate, and 
a^ront fome perfon who, ye ima- 
gine. 



/^ 
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gine, hath done ye much difplea- 
fure. Having thus, my ladies, 
fhewn ye the nature, origin, and 
objefts of tittering, and likewife 
touched upon its moral deformity, 
I fhall conclude with befeeching 
ye to preferve in future a more ftaid, 
fbbcr, fenfible, and collected beha- 
viour, than ye hitherto have been 
accuftomed to maintain. 



I could hav6 faid a good deal 
more, brciher, having aflembled 
rare matter ; but the remembrance 
of my paft fufFerings novir awed me 

v'oL. 1. ^ M into 
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into brevity. Neverthelefs, this 
forbearance difarmed not their re- 
fentment. For, it being my of- 
fice to attend them when they took 
the air, they ufed fecretly to cut 
the ftrangeft flits in my riding- 
hood; infomuch that, when we 
palTed through any village or ham- 
let, it became a pleafant paftime 
for the clowns and little children 
to run out, and behold thefe dif- 
graces in my apparel; Nor was 
it. until long afterwards that I 
difcovered this their wantonnefs. 

One 
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One day the lady Plorinda, 
leaning both her arms on the crofs 
handle of my ftaiF of ebony, which 
fhe had ftolen from its peg, and 
carelefsly reclining her head on 
one fhoulder, and railing her eye-^ 
brows with an air of great folem- 
nity, accofled me as follows : Si-- 
meon, I much admire that thou 
ever tookeft upon thee to condud: 
youthful damfels, feeing what an 
arduous office, ev^en with the beft 
among us, it is ufually accounted 
to be* Not to mention the many 
miferies which are inevitably con-< 
nefteS with it: fuch as frequent 

M 2 lofs 
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]o& of fupper, averfion of cham- 
ber-maids and ierving-men, &uci« 
nefs and unluckinefs of pages^ pe«« 
ril of broken members^ damnified 
apparel, and difobedience of the 
damfels committed to diy care. 
It were better for thee, Simeon, 
to have plied the labours of the 
file and hammer in the forge of 
thy father Timothy, than thus 
to fuffer daily, nay hourly embar* 
ra^fments, in the hazardotis employ 
of uflierAip^ For what boots it 
to thee, Simeon, t^at thou reodveft 
a fleiider ilipend, as a feeble remu^ 

Iteration 
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neratign for thy ii3ieffe<9;iiial toils, 
whea well thou kaoweft that were 
one of us to run away,, or be fe* 
cretly wedded to fome improper 
barop, thou ^flbr^ly wouldft be 
hanged upoa the hattkqie^ts of 
this caAle, for an accident which^ 
peradyenture, thou couldft not 
have prevented ? [Here the fly flut 
coughed a Uttle, after niy manner.] 
Therefore, Siofceon, I would coun-i' 
fcl thee ta turn thy thoughts to 
foixie other occupation n^ore corn*- 
fortahle and iecure. 



M 3 I could 
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I tould not for my life, brother, 
with my utmoft efforts of decorum, 
maintain a ferious afpedt at this 
ipeech of the lady Florinda. I 
was vexed ; but my vexation was 
in fome degree fubdued, by the 
propenfity to laughter that I e^:-- 
perienced on this occafion. As 
for the lady Philippa, my confu- 
lion was to her a comedy. How- 
ever, I muft in equity declare, that 
they were noble-hearted damfels^ 
charitable to the heceffitous, and 
of lively parts and underftanding : 
but, incited by the hilarity infcpa- 

rable 
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rable from their years, they took 
too much delight in tormenting 
their poor ufher. 



The words of the lady Florinda 
concerning hanging on the battle- 
ments, though doubtlefs uttered 
but in jeft, created, I muft con- 
fefs, fome uneafinefs within me. 
It was an idea that had never 
ftruck either myfelf or my father 
Timothy. Who can tell, thought 
I, what the headftrong temper of 
youth, and the arts of defigning 
nobles may betray thefe damfels to 

M 4 commit ? 
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commit ? In fine, brother, fo little 
peace had I enjoyed in my voca- 
tion, that I was an hundred times 
on the point of informing the 
good Sir Pcrcival that life was a 
burthen to me, and of requeftfng 
forthwith my difmiffion. But 
this ancient knight, though bene- 
volent of heart, was neverthcfefs 
of a limited underftanding, and 
could not be perfuaded that any 
damfcl highly born could be guilty 
of an indifcretion. PrJde of an- 
ceftry was his prerailmg weafc.- 
nefs ; memorials of it Vfcrc «rtant 
-, *" in 



I 
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in every cranny of his refidencc. 
Not a waH, not a cieling, not a 
chimney;^ not a door, not a cup- 
board, not a baniiler^ but exhibited 
fome armorial bearing of his pro- 
genitors^ oi of families conne&ed 
with his own by marriage* Ac« 
cordingly^ I entertatned fbrious 
thoughts of ftudying heraldry^ 
Every night, for the firft week, I 
had regular drean^ and viiions of 
oTy argent J gules ^ bends dexter and 
Unifier, with griffins, antelope^ 
and lions rampant: but the go- 
vernment of my two damfels fbon 

M 5 "*' >CTigrofled 
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engrofled all my attention, and 
weaned me from that crofs- 
grained and extraordinary branch 
of fcienec. 



Sir Percival was a portly man, 
of a clear ikin, cleanly in his per- 
fon, and fumptuous in his attire. 
His fole exercife was walking to 
and fro in the great hall, with one 
hand in his bofom, and the other 
behind his back. In his attitude 
there was a flight ftoop, not un-^ 
fuitable to his time of life ; in his 
gait a flow mowment of the 

hinder 
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hinder parts from right to left, 
which bccafipned a regular and 
not ungraceful dangling of his 
ikirts; circumftances that,, toge- 
ther with a gentle agitation of his 
head, which was. more the efFedt 
of old age than of affedlation, dif- 
fufed over his perfon a gentle- 
manly appearance. His principal 
enjoyment during- thefe his ambu- 
lationj, was to gaze ever and anon 
at the hereditary fuits' of arniour 
that hung againfl the arches, and 
at pictures of grim knights with 
battle-axes and maces, the Per- 

M 6 civals 
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civals of ancient days*. It was 
eafy to divine, from the fatisfaAkm 
in his face, that he bleiled the 
powers above that he was of fo 
digni£cd aa exttz£kion. Sir Per- 
civals hiowever^ had fomethtng 
ai&ble ^nd mild about bim^ aad 
his domeftks and retaiiners were 
afiedtioQAtely attached to him. 



This defcription of my patron 
leads me round to my firft obje(5)^ 
which was. to fhew how inefieftu-^ 
al it would have proved, had I at«i. 
t^npted to reveal my difcontents 

and 
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and furmifes to him : fecmg that 
it was his tmxim, that no perfbn 
of pedigree could be capable of aa 
unwiie or an indecorous a£tiaii« 
The danger therefore was, that 
he. might diimifs me unpaid, and 
punifh me, peradventure, for de- 
faming his grand-'daughtera* 



The laft trick they played me 
was to contrive, on days that I 
was to attend them on horfe-back^ 
that the grooms ihould give me 
the oldeft and lazidl palfrey ift 
the ftabks, while th^ them&lves 

were 
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were mounted upon beafts of the 
beft mettle. Add to this, that^ 
of a windy da)r, my eyes, ifoppo- 
fed to the gale, were apt to water, 
which prevented me from feeing as 
accurately as my office perhaps de-- 
manded. This the damfels knew^ 
and therefore never failed to ride 
againft the wind. One day, while 
my eyes were thus heavily afflidted, 
the llubborn inactivity of my fteed 
adding much to my chagrin, the 
two ladies on a fudden whipped 
their palfreys, and in a few mi- 
nutes were beyond the reach both 

of 
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of my vifion and my voice, I 
proceeded tedioufly, (though I had 
almoft broken my ftaflf of ebony, 
in beating the tardy beaft) and at 
length perceived them hiding at 
the corner of a foreft. As I ap- 
proached, the lady Philippa cried 
aloud, Simeon, Simeon, why Si- 
mieon, in the name of Holy Mary, 
what hath kept thee ? Is it thus 
that thou takeft charge of us dam- 
fcls? O that Sir Percival were ac- 
quainted with thy treachery. He 
would confine thee in the dungeon 
for a month. \yho knows, idle 

and 
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and inconfidcrate nfher, what 
knights might have been In ttm 
foreft ? or what might have be- 
£dlen uSy helpkfs as we are, whihl 
thou wert taking thy pleaibre flow-^ 
ly and at eafc, inattentive to thy 
duty^ and to the peril of thy la- 
dies ?. O wicked, wicked ufherl 



i was preparing, brother, to 
reply^ as well as the Aate orthings 
would pormk, (having aHem^i^ 
no matter £Dr this uBexpe(9:ed oc- 
cafion) when the found of ^vers 
inftrumeots, ^and of human me** 

lody. 
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lo(ty> aifaikd our ai^oniihed eaxs: 
We rode further into the foreft, 
and fell into the &mo misfortune* 
(if fuch -it may be called) whkh 
you and the reft of our fellow cap- 
tives have experienced. It is 9 
Judgment on you, my ladies, cried 
I, as foon as we awok© from ^e 
deep ilumber into which that di- 
vine liquor had caft us, it is a 
judgment on ye both, for the mi- 
ieriea ye have cau^ me to en** 
dure. . „ 

Never- 
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Neverthelefs, brother, I was 
fomewhat difappointed by this^ 
ftrange turn of fortune, having in- 
dulged within my heart the af- 
piring and glorious hope, that for 
me it was refervcd to banifh Twing- 
ing, tottering, and tittering, from 
the catalogue of female follies, 
and that I fhould acquire thereby 
an immortal renown, and be ac- 
counted the very cream and flowei* 
of^ur fraternity. And here, my dear 
brother, are they dancing among 
robbers, with as little concern, as 
i£ the good old Sir Percival were 

not numbered with the. living. 

Thus 
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Thus ended the firfl ufher his 
affliding narrative. 



By this time the duke of Lan- 
cafter was very much fatigued with 
reciting fo long a ftory ; inibmuch 
that he was conftrained to call for 
a cup of Canary. Being refrefhed 
therewith, he took his leave, pro- 
miiing the lord Edmond Mortimer 
that he would faithfully relate the 
calamities of the fecond ufher, at 
their next meeting. 



END OF THE l^IRST VOLUME. 



ERRATA, 

VOL. I. 

Page 7, line 11, for ** a dolphin a field azure," read 

** a dolphin in a field azure." 
P. 50, line I, for ^VPalmeria," read ^* Palmerin/* 
P. 135, for ** modefty toexpeft," read ** the modefty 

" toexpeft." 
P. I j6, line 2, for ^^ hallowed/' read ** hollaed," 
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